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What’s Inside

Renovations Continue
Even amid the heat of July the remodel and reno-
vation has remained on schedule and continues to 
move forward at a good pace. Over the last month 
Neumann Brothers and a small army of subcon-
tractors have completed the family bathroom in 
Room 7, along with the men’s and women’s bath-
room outside of Weertz. With the ground level 
bathrooms complete and fully functional demo-
lition on the bathrooms outside of the Sanctuary 
has finally begun.

Work on the kitchen continues as tile is put down 
on the floor and cabinets installed on the walls.  
Outside, in the north parking lot, new mechan-
ical units have been installed and the new com-
posite fence is almost complete. Finally, new tile 
has been installed on the ground level outside the 
Nursery and Workroom.  

It is important to take a moment and recognize the renovoation and remodel  has taken up 
more time, space and energy then any of the remodel team and St. John’s staff could have 
imagined things; however, ministry and events  continue to more forward as usual.  In fact, 
the Program and Support Staff along with Neumann Brothers have made every effort to 
ensure that events at St. John’s can continue to happen with little to no interuption.  During 
the this time St. John’s has hosted a recording session in the Sanctuary for a Luther College 
Professor, had a wedding, two ordinations, Vacation Bible School, and too many funerals. 

Next month should be the last renovation update for a while, but things are continuing to 
happen “behind the scenes.” Remember that stained glass renovation will begin in January 
2018 and conversations are starting to happen concerning the necessary upgrade of our 
HVAC system and installing a sound system in the Sanctuary. If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns with the current renovation or any of the upcoming projects please 
contact Scott LaBlanc at scottl@stjohnsdsm.org or 515-243-7691. 

Thank you for your continung support of the Capital Campaign. If you have not returned 
your pledge card, would like to make a donation or receive more information about the 
Campaign please contact Linda Frisbie at linda@stjohnsdsm.org or call 515-243-7691

Campaign update as of July 19: 
• Pledged to Date: $1,597,850 
• % of Goal 88.77%: 
• Pledges Received: 235 
• Households Pledging: 66.95%
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A Word from Our Pastor
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

In her beautiful book of blessings for times of grief, 
The Cure for Sorrow, Jan Richardson writes:

…I do not know how it will be for you. But when the 
news comes, may it be attended by every grace, includ-
ing the ones you will not be able to see now. When the 
news comes, may there be hands to enfold and bless, even 
when you cannot receive their blessing now…   (p. 24)

Richardson writes of what she knows. She was wid-
owed suddenly as a young woman – married for less than four years before her 
husband’s death – and this book of blessings springs from the first few years of her 
grief journey.  I’ve turned to this volume often this summer as death has claimed 
many members of St. John’s and I have presided at many funerals. Richardson’s 
beautiful language has comforted me, and I have seen the blessings she offers 
fulfilled in your lives as you attend, with grace, to those who grieve.

And because so many among us are living with grief, let’s remember a few things 
that our friends at Stephen Ministries share on the subject:

• Grief is normal.  Whether loss comes suddenly or is anticipated, grief is how 
we respond to it, and we all grieve differently. Even within families grieving the 
same loss, the shape and content of each one’s grief will differ. And, because 
we work through life’s difficulties in unique ways, it is best not to measure 
the way we grieve against the way that someone else grieves. Grief is a bumpy 
journey that loops around and back on itself in mysterious ways. There is no 
neat progression to it. A wise counselor says, “Grieve as you need to…You are 
you, your loss is different from anyone else’s loss, and you will grieve the way 
you need to grieve.”

• Grief is natural. We are created to love and, when we lose someone we love, 
we are created to grieve. That is the how we are “wired” as human beings. 
Although some may claim if we had enough faith in God we would not grieve 
the loss of a loved one but feel only joy that she/he is now fully in God’s 
presence, that is simply not a faith-full claim. Scripture is full of the acknowl-
edgment of grief over our losses; indeed, Scripture proclaims that even God 
grieves. We are made to love, thus we are also made to grieve.  

• Grief is necessary. Expressing the emotions that come with the loss of a 
loved one – to God and to others – is how the pain of grief will, in time, be 
relieved. Talking about the one whom we have loved and lost is important, 
as is listening carefully and compassionately to one another. And to expect 
ourselves – or anyone else – to “get back to normal” within a few months 
after a loss is neither helpful nor healthy. The wise counselor says, “There is 
no way around the pain that you naturally feel when someone you love dies.  
You can’t go over it, under it, or around it…Going through it is what will help 
you heal.”

These are good things to remember as our community of faith continues to “…
Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep” in these summer 
days. (Romans 12:15) Thank you for attending with such grace to one another 
and for your prayers for me, as well.
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In the City (and World) for Good!
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

People say, “What is the sense of our small effort?” They cannot see that we 
must lay one brick at a time, take one step at a time… Dorothy Day

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed 
in his field…  Jesus

We know the truth of that question above, “What is the sense of our 
small effort?” In the scope of the world’s suffering – hunger, violence, 
racism, injustice – what difference does one letter to our legislator, or 
one meal served, or one sack of groceries for the food pantry make? 
Well, it is my one letter and your one letter, a meal I serve and a meal 
you serve, a sack of groceries from you and a sack of groceries from 
me – as they accumulate - that begin to make the love of God known 
in this world. So, my friends, do not grow weary in continuing to take 
one step at a time, laying one brick at a time, in our service in Christ’s 
name in this city and this world.

We serve the evening meal at Central Iowa Shelter & Services 
next on August 18 & 19, a Friday and Saturday this month. Please 
sign up to bring casseroles, vegetables, salads, desserts, and/or to help 
serve, on the appropriate clipboards in the narthex. And thank you 
to all for stepping up and contributing a few more items than usual 
during these summer months while some of our “regular” donors are 
on vacation, continuing education, etc.

The “Donation of the Month” for the DMARC Emergency Food 
Pantry is…WHOLE GRAIN CEREAL!  Shop those “two-for-one” 
sales! Please also remember that your financial donation to the food 
pantry has a lot more buying power than it has for you at the grocery 
store. The Pantry purchases food in bulk, as well as through the Food 
Bank of Iowa and other partners. And, if you have a few hours per week 
that you could donate to unload boxes of donations and stock shelves at 
the main warehouse (on Mulberry St. downtown), please give DMARC 
a call: 515-282-2026. Thanks!

Time to fill those Lutheran World Relief School Kits!  See the 
list of items needed on page 11. Because of the enormous number of 
refugees in transit these days, Lutheran World Relief needs every kind 
of kit and every quilt we can send. And because it’s “back to school” 
time in our part of the world, it works well to assemble school kits now.  
Shop those school supply sales!

Arts for the City, Inc., the umbrella orga-
nization for ASAP (After School Arts Pro-
gram) has elected new officers for the 
Board of Directors and contracted with Mary 
Daly Lang to assist with fund development. 
Matt McIver now serves as President of the 
Board, Judi Langholz is Vice-President, Kristi 
Petersen is Secretary and Paige Peterson serves 
as Treasurer.  ASAP began as an outreach min-
istry of St. John’s and marks its 10th anniver-
sary this fall!

Visitation Ministry
By Pastor Gene Anderson

What does a Pocketalker do?

A Pocketalker amplifies the voice of a person 
who speaks into the device’s microphone so that 
a hearing-impaired person wearing the attached 
headphones can better hear what is being said.

Why is this important?

This small device makes visitation ministry with 
those who are hard-of-hearing a more meaning-
ful experience for everyone involved! I observed 
a family in a local hospital using a Pocketalker to 
communicate with a loved one who was hard-of-
hearing. The device so enhanced their communi-
cation that I decided to research it, and St. John’s 
now has its own Pocketalker for our visitation 
ministry! The results have been miraculous!

What is it? It’s a Pocketalker
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P
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Prepare for Worship
by Michael Elsbernd

Aug. 6 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 18
Readings (semi-continuous):  Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 
17:1-7, 15; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21.

In his grief upon hearing the news of John the Baptist’s 
death, Jesus seeks a place of solitude away from the crowds. 
Still, the multitudes follow Jesus, and he does not withhold 
the blessings of healing and compassion. As evening begins 
to fall, the disciples urge Jesus to send the crowds away. 
Rather than sending the crowds away, Jesus tells his disci-
ples to “give them something to eat.” In a powerful symbol 
of divine mercy, an abundance of food is freely offered to all. 
From the meager resources of five loaves and two fish, Jesus 
feeds more than 5,000 people! Through Holy Communion, 
we are reminded that Jesus gave thanks – at the feeding of 
the 5,000 and at the last supper – he broke bread and shared 
it with those around him.  

Hymns:  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (461); “Praise and 
Thanksgiving” (689); “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
(674).

Aug. 13 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 19
Readings (semi-continuous):  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 
14:22-33.

In the Gospel of Matthew, we find the disciples terrified in 
a storm on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus speaks to their fear, 
saying, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Like the disci-
ples, we acknowledge that it is God who created the winds 
and storms; therefore God has the power to calm the winds 
and restore peace where there has been chaos. In Romans, 
the gift of faith is proclaimed: “Everyone who calls upon the 
name of the Lord will be saved.” The proclamation of this 
message is critically important in our ongoing mission as 
members of Christ’s body throughout the world.  

Hymns:  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (843); 
“When Peace Like a River” (785); “My Life Flows on in End-
less Song” (763).

Aug. 20 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 20
Readings (semi-continuous):  Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: [10-20] 21-28.

The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter in Matthew’s 
Gospel offers a compelling example of the importance of 
faith. As a gentile, or “outsider,” Jesus appears dismissive 
of the woman’s request. Despite Jesus’ harsh words to her, 
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” the 
Canaanite woman boldly engages Jesus, confident that he 
can heal her daughter. Jesus commends the depth of her 
faith and grants healing for her daughter. Like the Canaanite 
woman, we can boldly go to Jesus through the gift of faith. 
which is for all people, regardless of race or social status.  

Hymns:  “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (886); “Cre-
ating God, Your Fingers Trace” (684); “In Christ There Is No 
East or West” (650).

Aug. 27 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 21
Readings:  Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Mat-
thew 16:13-20.

In Matthew’s Gospel, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is the 
Messiah. When asked by Jesus, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answers, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” Jesus declares that the church will be built upon 
the rock of Peter’s faith – a faith so strong that “the gates of 
Hades will not prevail against it.” In the beautiful language 
of Paul’s letter to the Romans, we are encouraged to offer our 
very selves as “living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God.” 
United by God’s mission, our diverse gifts as members of 
Christ’s body work together to bear witness to God’s grace.

Hymns:  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” (883); “My 
Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (596); “The Church’s One 
Foundation” (654).

The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Pop-Up Organ Recital by Dr. Joby Bell 
Sunday, Aug. 6, 11:15 a.m.

Dr. Joby Bell, organ professor at Appalachian State Univer-
sity and church organist at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Boone, N.C., will present a short organ recital at St. John’s 
Sunday, Aug. 6 at 11:15 a.m. Dr. Bell performs throughout 
the United States and is featured on several recordings. His 
travels have brought him to Des Moines, and he has visited 
St. John’s on more than one occasion. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to share his organ proficiency in a short concert 
following the 10 a.m. worship service. For more information 
about Dr. Bell, visit jobybell.org.

Continued on Page 5
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Arts Patron Party 
Sunday, Aug. 27, 4 to 6 p.m.

The St. John’s Friends of the Arts Annual Patron Party will be 
held Sunday, Aug. 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Iowa State Bar 
Association headquarters. This facility, built in 1902 orig-
inally as the Des Moines Western Railway Freight House, 
is located at 625 E. Court Ave., Des Moines, and is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The event provides an 
opportunity to celebrate our patrons, artists and the Arts at 
St. John’s. Light refreshments will be served, and music will 
be provided by the St. John’s String Scholars and friends. The 
2017-18 St. John’s arts calendar-of-events and exhibits will 
be announced at that time.

Zenith Chamber Music Festival 
Friday, Aug. 18, 7:30 p.m.

St. John’s is hosting a concert as part of the Zenith Chamber 
Music Festival on Friday, Aug. 18, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-
tuary. The Zenith Chamber Music Festival, which highlights 
national and international guest artists and local artists, is 
held annually in Des Moines and is sponsored by Drake Uni-
versity. The festival takes place Aug. 15-19, and all concerts 
are free and open to the public. For more information, visit 
zenith.wordpress.drake.edu.

Kisasa Rehearsals Begin Wednesday, Aug. 30

Rehearsals for Kisasa will begin two weeks before Beloved 
Community officially begins. On the Wednesdays of Aug. 
30 and Sept. 6 rehearsals will begin at 5:30 p.m. with a light 
meal, and we will dismiss at 7:30 p.m. The early start date 
occurs for two reasons: Kisasa was asked to sing at Megan 
Clausen’s ordination on Friday, Sept. 1. And, since we did not 
have arts day camp this year, we have a chance to get a head 
start on ringing, singing and hanging out this fall.

All students entering Grades 3-6 are invited to participate 
in the Kisasa Musicians group. When Beloved Community 
begins on Wednesday, Sept. 13, Kisasa rehearsals will take 
place from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Activities include vocal choir, 
handbell ringing, visual art and more! For more information, 
please contact Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Youth Handbell Choir Road Trip

On Friday, July 7, a group of 13 youth ringers and seven 
chaperones traveled to Chicago, Illinois, for a fun-filled week-
end, including:

 • Sampling the best that Chicago has to offer: the Lin-
coln Park Zoo, Millennium Park, the Bean, the Art Insti-
tute, the Field Museum, and the Museum of Science 
and Industry.

 • Attending the Broadway show Hamilton.

 • Rehearsing.

 • Ringing in worship at Irving Park Lutheran Church, 
where Pastor Erin Bouman (Noah Niermann’s cousin) is 
senior pastor. Irving Park hosted us for a two-night stay.

 • Visiting with Pastor Erik Christensen at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church of Logan Square, a store-front urban 
ministry. Pastor Christensen shared the story of tran-
sitioning from a 12-member church in a 100-year-old  
neo-gothic building to a storefront on a busy street, with 
the congregation now 100 and growing.

Ringers and chaperones cooked and ate together, spent qual-
ity time together in the van and learned how to successfully 
travel on CTA buses and trains. Congregation members at 
Irving Park were thrilled to host our ringers in worship, and 
they were effusive in their thanks and compliments to the 
ringers. The youth were treated like rock stars! We are already 
making plans for the second annual youth handbell road trip!

Special thanks to chaperones Maggie Evans, Ryan Evans, 
Michelle Bolton-King, Steve King, Mike Elsbernd and 
Venessa Macro for making this trip successful.

Continued from Page 4



St. John’s Lutheran Church

6 The Eagle Call August 2017



St. John’s Lutheran Church

 August 2017 The Eagle Call 7

By the grace of God and the call of 
the Church

Megan Clausen
will be ordained to the 

Ministry of Word and Sacrament

at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
600 Sixth Ave. 

Des Moines, IA 50309 
on 

Friday, Sept. 1, 2017 
7 p.m.

Your prayers and presence are requested 
All rostered leaders are invited to vest and 

process. The color of the day is red.

Megan has been called as Pastor 

of

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
York, Nebraska

Installation at First Evangelical Lutheran 
will be Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017 at 4 p.m.
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Christian Involvement: Tuesday, Aug. 1, 6 p.m., Eatery A.

Quilting: Tuesdays, Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, Room 308 at St. 
John’s.

Next Adventure: Saturday, Aug. 5, 10 a.m. Bison Day Walk, Neal 
Smith Wildlife Refuge Learning Center.

Mah Jongg: Mondays, Aug. 7, 14, 21 and 28, 6 p.m., Smokey Row. 
Contact: Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).

Gardening: Wednesday, Aug. 9, 6 p.m., Flying Frog Farm near Indi-
anola, then Central Iowa Organic Fertilizer.

Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Aug. 16, noon.

Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Aug. 17, 11 a.m.

EAGLES: Friday, Aug. 18, 11 a.m., Montana Mike’s Steakhouse, 
5030 N.E. 14th St.

Photography: Sunday, Aug. 20, 11:15 a.m., Neumann Hall 
at church.

WIRED Book Discussion: Thursday, Aug. 24, 6 p.m., Diane Wheel-
er’s house.

St John’s Social Club: Saturday, Aug. 26, Lake Robbins Ballroom, 
Woodward.

Recreational Reading, Scrapbooking and Yoga are not meeting 
during the summer months.

Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly  
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)  

or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Quilting will meet Tuesdays, Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 308 at church.

Next Adventure will participate in the Bison Day Walk on Saturday, 
Aug. 5, at 10 a.m. at the Neal Smith Wildlife Refuge, beginning at the 
Learning Center. The event is sponsored by the Greater Des Moines 
Volkssport Association. Bison burgers and other items will be available 
for lunch. RSVP to Deb or Greg Anderson (debgrega@aol.com).

Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, Aug. 7, 14, 21 and 28, at 6 p.m. 
on the patio at Smokey Row. Questions? Contact Darla Stiles 
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).

Gardening will meet Wednesday, Aug. 9, at 6 p.m. There will be two 
stops: The first stop is Flying Frog Farm near Indianola (east onto Sum-
merset Road off Highway 65/69, then follow signs). Flying Frog Farm’s 
gardens are on 20 wooded acres approximately 10 miles south of Des 
Moines. They grow 1,000 different varieties of hosta, from the minia-
tures to extra-large. Their hostas are field grown, which makes for nice 
root systems! They will have lots of plants in the sales area, all labeled 
by size. A selection of other perennials is available, both for shady 
and sunny areas of your gardens, including fern, hellebore, tiarella, 
brunerra, bleeding heart, celadon poppy, heucherella and sedum. Get 
in on their end-of-season sale! 

The next stop will be Central Iowa Organic Fer-
tilizer, 155th Ave., Indianola. Meet this couple 
who started a worm-casting business as a retire-
ment project. We will tour the operations and 
learn about the benefits of worm-casting in your 
garden. Worm castings are an odorless, child- and 
pet-safe application that improves plant growth, 
soil structure and moisture retention.

Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, Aug. 16, 
at noon. If you are interested in joining the group, 
contact Barbara John (279-5089).  

Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, Aug. 17, at 
11 a.m. If you are interested in joining this group, 
call Mary Liechty (326-2737). 

EAGLES will meet for lunch on Friday, Aug. 
18, at 11 a.m. at Montana Mike’s Steakhouse, 
5030 N.E. 14th St. If you are able to attend, 
RSVP by Wednesday, Aug. 16, to Darla Stiles 
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).

Photography will meet Sunday, Aug. 20, at 11:15 
a.m. in Neumann Hall at church. The theme of the 
month is gardens. Please bring a couple of photos 
to share.

St. John’s Social Club will meet Saturday, Aug. 
26, for a night of fun at the Lake Robbins Ball-
room in Woodward. Stay tuned for details.  

WIRED Book Discussion will meet Thursday, 
Aug. 24, at 6 p.m. at the home of Diane Wheeler. 
We will discuss Not a Sound, by Heather Guden-
kauf. Please bring an appetizer to share. If you can 
attend, RSVP to Diane (wheelers464@msn.com).
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Back to School Month
by LSI Staff

School is right around the 
corner! But imagine being a 
child or teen with an emotional 
or behavioral disorder. This time 
of year can be extremely stressful. They are afraid they won’t 
be able to concentrate or fit in at their school. They worry 
about the transition adjusting to a new classroom routine. 

Did you know Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) partners with 
schools across the state to provide mental health services right 
in their communities? Our therapists work one-on-one with 
children while our Behavioral Health Intervention Services 
team is there to collaborate with families in their home and 
develop skills such as anger management and decision-making. 

We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we 
respond together to the love of Jesus Christ through com-
passionate service! If you would like to learn more about 
how you can give a gift and support these crucial services, 
please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy 
and church relations, at deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is 
an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congrega-
tions of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We 
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, 
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Happier, healthier families 

For years, Bia struggled with her daughter’s behaviors. McK-
enna, 8, lashed out against authority, and tempers regularly 
flared at home. 

“It took a little more time to work with her on anything,” 
Bia said. Bia couldn’t find a way to help gain control of her 
child, and she became more and more frustrated. That’s when 
her DHS social worker recommended LSI’s Families Together 
program. Through the program, Bia regularly meets with 
her Families Together worker, Gaylene. Together, they are 
working on what Bia calls a “three-step technique.” 

“Whenever a possible argument comes along, I start by tell-
ing McKenna to go take a break and reset herself. Then I can 
go calm down and eventually, we can talk it out,” Bia says. 
“It’s teaching both of us. My main goal right now is to learn 
how to better handle McKenna and better handle myself.” 

Bia is also practicing the technique with her younger daugh-
ter, Brynn, which she says is “working perfectly.” It’s drasti-
cally improving the way her family communicates, and Bia 
says she has recommended Families Together to any friends 
looking for guidance. 

“I love the program,” she says. “I love how it works and I 
know if I have questions, they can give me advice on how 
to go about things.” 

Children’s Ministries
By Alicia Karwal

WATERWORKS: VBS 2017 at St. John’s

Do you hear the shouts of joy, the singing and the laughter? 
Our Lutheran Lakeside Vacation Bible School Day Camp is 
taking place at St. John’s through Aug. 3. We have welcomed 
three camp counselors from Lutheran Lakeside Camp to 
lead over 30 children in kindergarten through sixth grade. 
Thank you to our gracious hosts and volunteers who always 
make VBS week at St. John’s possible and an adventure with 
memories to treasure! Thanks also to the families who have 
donated snacks and supplies.

Rally Day 2017

Rally Day Lego Mania will be here soon! We will kick off the 
Sunday School year on Sunday, Sept. 10, with a little Lego 
fun! All children ages 3 through fifth grade are invited to 
come with their families from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m.  to join in 
the fun! Families are invited to begin in the Fireside Lounge 
where there will be a registration table and instructions 
for the special Rally Day event. You will be able to pick up 
schedules for the program year, browse through the Sunday 
School curriculum and fill out registration papers. Families 
are encouraged to sign up annually for Sunday School.

You will also be able to register your fifth- or sixth-grade 
child for Our Whole Lives: Elementary, which will be held 
Sunday mornings Sept. 17 through Nov. 12 during the reg-
ular Sunday-School hour. This class will be facilitated by 
trained leaders. Even if your children have taken this class 
in the past, they are welcome and encouraged to sign up.

The first day of Sunday School is Sept. 17. All children ages 3 
through fifth grade are invited to participate each week from 
8:45 to 9:45 a.m. Children in first through fifth grades begin 
in the Chapel while younger classes begin in their assigned 
classrooms. You will receive a welcome letter with more 
information in late August!

Volunteers Needed for Children’s Ministry

Volunteers are vital to the success of St. John’s Children’s 
Ministry! Help is needed for Rally Day on Sept. 10 from 
8:30 to 9:45 a.m. Anyone can volunteer for this fun-filled 
morning! If you are willing, please contact Alicia Karwal 
(akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).

Volunteers for Sunday School and Wednesday evening classes 
also are still needed as the 2017-18 program year draws near.  
Are you able to help out once or twice a month? Teacher’s guides 
are provided, which allows for easy planning at every age level. 
Please consider sharing your faith, time and gifts with our chil-
dren. It will undoubtedly provide you with a rewarding experi-
ence and an opportunity to grow in your own faith! If you are 
interested in volunteering, or if you have any questions, please 
contact Alicia Karwal (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).  
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Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

Thy Kingdom Come
There’s something powerful that happens when we can connect 
our faith with the pain of our world. We are concerned not just 
with going to heaven when we die, but with bringing God’s king-
dom down here. That means figuring out how we can be a part 
of the restoration of our world. As we look at our neighborhood, 
what does it mean for us to pray the Lord’s Prayer that God’s 
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven? We pray and act for 
that every day because we believe that God’s kingdom is coming 
and we want it to come.

The above quote is from Richard Rohr, O.F.M., an ordained 
Franciscan friar in the Catholic Church. He is a prolific 
author and speaker. 

I remember the first time it dawned on me that in The Lord’s 
Prayer we say “. . .thy kingdom come, they will be done ON 
EARTH, as it is in heaven.” I was focused on the heaven part. 
What were the odds of having heaven on earth? From what I 
could see, slim and none. It seemed to me the best thing was 
to do one’s best while here and count on God’s understand-
ing and forgiveness; then move from this world to the next. 

I now believe God intends that phrase as a directive. We’re 
not here to simply put in our time, we are called to make a 
difference. Opportunities abound to effext change by serving 
others and giving voice to those who are overlooked, margin-
alized and persecuted. In the midst of earthly chaos, there 
is a growing movement within the faithful of all denomina-
tions to combine meditation and prayer with action. 

We are not changing or diluting what we believe; our beliefs 
are the foundation that calls us to act. We are to combine 
action with belief. Jesus wasn’t all talk and no action. He was 
an activist and didn’t mince words. He cleared the temple 
and called out the scribes and Pharisees. He spoke with 
strength. All of which is greatly needed in today’s world. So 
whose job is it? Or, more directly, who is called to action? 
Check your mirror.

Look at a few “radicals” of our time – Nelson Mandela, 
Mother Teresa, Princess Diana, Jimmy Carter – all called 
from different parts of our world, faiths and socio-economic 
status. Their actions may have started small, but they ended 
up creating policies that impact our world. They have been 
praised by some and vilified by others, but no one can dis-
miss their influence and accomplishments. However, each 
one of us is an amalgam of good and not-so-good inside. 
Don’t discard good because you can’t get past the other – in 
others or in yourself. God sees us in our wholeness.

We can also look to Scripture to discern God’s call.

For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of 
life.” – Ephesians 2:10

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever gift each of you has received.  – 1 Peter 
4:10

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. – Philippians 2:3

But you, take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your 
work shall be rewarded. – 2 Chronicles 15:7

There is no time like the present, and no one can deny the 
need. Take a breath, say a prayer, step up and watch what 
God will accomplish with you.

As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to 
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities, and con-
necting you with like-minded people who have shared interests 
– whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact me 
at: katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691.
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Global Mission
By Phyllis Olson

School Kits for Lutheran World Relief

During July and August the St John’s Global Mission Min-
istry Team will be collecting school supplies to create school 
kits to send to Lutheran World Relief (LWR). Children 
around the world are given the opportunity to get an edu-
cation when they have the supplies needed to go to school. 
You may contribute all or part of the kit supplies. Each kit 
is contained in a 14” x 17” drawstring backpack-style cloth 
bag with string straps. If you would like to make these bags, 
directions are available on the LWR website, or you can get 
the pattern from Phyllis Olson (paolson@mchsi.com).

The following items are needed for each school kit: 

• FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled 
paper, approximately 8” x 10 ½” (no loose leaf paper)

• ONE 30-centimeter ruler or a ruler with centimeters on 
one side and inches on the other 

• ONE pencil sharpener 

• ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-
ded steel blades work well) 

• FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers (secure 
together with a rubber band)

• FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) (secure 
together with a rubber band)

• ONE 16- or 24-box of crayons 

• ONE 2½” eraser 

• ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, 
approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps (no stan-
dard backpacks)

Please place items in the LWR collection boxes in the Narthex 
or Reception Area at church. Thank you for your contribu-
tions. St John’s continues to be “In the WORLD for Good.”

Please return kits by September 3.

St. John’s weekly radio broadcast 

is on Praise 940 AM at  

8:00 am every Sunday morning

Important Upcoming Dates
With the start of the program year just around the corner 
the staff at St. John’s wanted to take a moment and high-
light some upcoming dates to put on your calendar.  Keep 
up to date with all upcoming events and important dates 
at www.stjohndsm.org and click on calendar on the 
left menu.

August 30

 Adult Handbell Choir Resumes

 Kisasa Rehearsals Resume

September 1

 Megan Clausen Ordination

September 6

 Cathedral Choir Resumes

September 10

 Rally Day

 Youth Handbell Choir Resumes

September 13

 Beloved Community Resumes

 Children’s Programming (KIDZ@SJ and Joyful Noise)

September 17

 First Day of Sunday School

 String Scholars Resume

September 24

 Heartland Youth Choir sings during worship

October 4

 Midweek Music Series Resumes



EAGLE CALL 
DEADLINE

The next deadline for all Eagle 

Call content is noon on August 
21. Please send articles in 

digital format to Scott LaBlanc, 

scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If you 

are unable to send it by e-mail, 

drop it off at the church office. 

Thank you!

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
 

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s pre-
pares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like 
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful min-

istry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines, 
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie Tippins at 

katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.
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