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What’s Inside

During the four weeks of Advent, scripture and tradition provide momentum as we look 
to the celebration of Christmas. While our senses are inundated with the rush of Christ-
mas – carols, shopping, baking – the scriptures call us to wait and watch with wonder for 
signs of God’s joyful presence. Yet the momentum builds each week with the prayer, “Stir 
up your power, Lord God!” 

Week one opens with a plea for God to save and restore God’s people. The psalmist cries, 
“Come and save us!” The second week brings Isaiah’s proclamation, “Every valley shall be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low” (Isaiah 40:4). How shall we reorder 
our lives to prepare for the coming of the Lord? Week three calls us to rejoice as God turns 
our despair and mourning into joy – and to make our own testimony to the light of Christ. 
Finally, week four brings us to Mary’s resounding “yes” to God as the angel Gabriel tells 
her that God will keep God’s promise to continue the reign of David. 

Throughout the season of Advent, our hymn will be, “Unexpected and Mysterious,” which 
draws its inspiration from Luke’s account of the Annunciation and Magnificat. The hymn 
offers a poignant summary of our Advent journey with plenty of room for reflection and 
action: “We are called to ponder mystery and await the coming Christ, to embody God’s 
compassion for each fragile human life. God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the 
earth, while we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Savior’s birth” (Unexpected 
and Mysterious, ELW #258). 

Worship through Advent and Christmas at St. John’s 
• Children’s Advent Program on December 17 at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary

• Fourth Sunday of Advent – one morning service Sunday, December 24, 10.a.m. in the 
Sanctuary (no service in the chapel on Saturday, December 23, at 5.p.m.)

• Christmas Eve Services

 - 5.p.m. Family Service with Kisasa Musicians  

 - 8:30 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion, Adult Handbell Choir and   
 Brass Ensemble

 - 11 p.m. Candlelight Service with Scripture, Carols, Cathedral Choir, Chamber   
 Orchestra, and Adult Handbell Choir

• Christmas Morning Service, 10 a.m. with Holy Communion

Unexpected & Mysterious
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A Word From Our Pastors
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

Her name was Yasmine, and we met her late on a Sunday 
afternoon in Palestine – the West Bank – not far from 
Bethlehem. Unsure of where her small village was 
located, yet committed to finding it, our driver stopped 
to ask nearly everyone in the neighboring villages for 
directions. Perhaps that way, perhaps the other way, we 
were told. We backed up to turn around more than once 

on streets no wider than our mini-bus, and we circled the same “block” a few 
times, as well. Then, finally, we found someone who knew the way and directed 
us, in rapid Arabic, “around this corner, down the hill, and then up.” And there 
she was, standing by the side of the road, a slender teenager in jeans, a navy blue 
coat and a lovely blue and white hijab. She got on the bus and directed us another 
quarter of a mile where we parked the bus and walked with her to her home, a 
humble, unfinished stone house.  

She invited us in and we stood in a small room whose walls were covered with her 
artwork – paintings she had done as a student at the Lutheran college for the arts 
in Bethlehem. But it was not the art she wanted to discuss. She wanted to give 
testimony to what had happened to her small village at the hands of the Israeli 
Defense Force. She wanted others – even Lutherans from Iowa – to know that 
in the last two years the village had received grants to install a small solar field 
and to build a school. However, when each was completed, the IDF came into the 
village and destroyed them. Rebuilt, the IDF destroyed them a second time. This 
was their life, she said, and people need to know how it is for us.

I was standing near her and quietly took 
this photograph as she spoke in Arabic to 
our guide and he translated for us. We were 
not there long as the light was dying and the 
place was remote. But we were all touched 
by her dignity, determination and quiet 
strength. Who among us would be so brave, 
I wondered, to speak a truth that our power-
ful enemy wanted silenced. And even though 
there was little hope that she, as a young 
woman, would ever be allowed to leave her 
Bedouin family to pursue her artistic talent, 
she had learned in the course of her educa-
tion that she had worth, that her life and the 
lives of those in her community mattered, 
and that she had a voice with which to speak 
truth to power.   

I think of Yasmine as we enter these weeks of Advent. Why? Because in her quiet 
strength she reminds me of Mary, the mother of Jesus. The angel Gabriel appeared 
to Mary, certainly no older than Yasmine at the time, announcing, “…you have 
found favor with God. And now you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High…” And Mary’s response, though she was certainly fearful, amazed and 
confused by Gabriel’s words, was a  daring – yet quiet – resolve: “Here am I,  the 
servant of the Lord; let it be…”  

May you be inspired by Yasmine and Mary this Advent season: inspired to speak 
the truth in love; inspired to live with God-given dignity and grace; and inspired 
to trust the call God gives you for the sake of the world.

Peace to you.
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In the City (and World) for Good!
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

…When is the time for love to be born?
The inn is full on the planet earth,

And by a comet the sky is torn – 
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.

Madeleine L’Engle, “The Risk of Birth, Christmas, 1973”

Because God has taken “the risk of birth” in Jesus, we are 
free to risk love and generosity for the sake of those in need 
of food, comfort, and advocacy.

• Thank you for faithfully serving the evening meal at 
Central Iowa Shelter & Services on the 18th and 19th 
of every month! In December, those dates are a Monday 
and Tuesday. Those who lead the work on those two eve-
nings would appreciate it if you’d sign up to supply food 
or assistance soon. As schedules get busy before Christ-
mas, it would be helpful to know that everything is set 
for those two evenings.

• Watch for the opportunity to supply a Christmas gift or 
two for our guests at the Connection Café – the free noon 
meal program we share with St. Ambrose, St. Paul and 
First United Methodist. Tags with suggested gifts will be 
on the tree in the Fireside area. Simply shop for the gift, 
wrap it, attach the tag to the outside of the package and 
return it to church. Thanks!

• On the first weekend in December, Dec. 2nd and 3rd,  we 
will be asking for sponsors for the 20 children recently 
added to the Most Vulnerable Children’s Club in Mramba 
Parish. Members of the Companion Parish Ministry Team 
will be available in the Fireside area to share information 
about how your support helps the children of Mramba.

• And, remember, on Christmas Eve and Day at St. John’s, 
all the candles are lit by a flame from the lamps that 
burn continuously in the cave in Bethlehem – inside 
the Church of the Nativity – where tradition says Jesus 
was born. The flame travels around the world courtesy 
of Austrian Air and the Austrian Boy Scouts and we pick 
it up from the Boy Scout office in Des Moines. May our 
Christmas candles remind us that Palestinian Chris-
tians in Bethlehem need our prayers as they live with 
the indignities of being forced to live behind a concrete 
wall that restricts their movement and access to families, 
friends and the land.  

Thank you for all the ways you “risk” your lives for the sake 
of sisters and brothers in need. The light of Christ shines 
through you in this troubled world! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Merry Christmas from LSI! 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.” — John 1:5 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! Every day, 
as a ministry partner of LSI, you help bring the light of Christ 
to others. 

At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We 
know parents who feel hopeless, with little to no resources to 
raise their young children. We know adults with disabilities 
who feel voiceless, with no support system or connection to 
their community. We know teens who are aging out of the 
foster care system, who fear they will never belong to anyone 
or have a family to love them. 

LSI’s work is Christmas work, shining love, compassion, and 
light in places of darkness, despair, abuse, neglect, addiction, 
and loneliness. We could not do this important work without 
you, and we are so grateful. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is 
an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congrega-
tions of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We 
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, 
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

A Voice for Change
Morgan struggled with anger management before coming to 
LSI’s Bremwood Residential Treatment Center in Waverly. 
When she was in stressful situations, she tried to escape her 
emotions by running away. But she can remember the exact 
moment she knew she wanted to make a change. 

 “One day at Bremwood, another resident lashed out at a 
staff. I was just sitting there thinking this is not the life I 
want to live,” Morgan says. “This is not me. This is not who 
I want to be.” 

She worked hard to practice her coping skills and soon grad-
uated out of Bremwood. But Morgan wanted to do more to 
give back and help others. Morgan, now 19, is going to college 
for Agricultural Business. She recently took her first interna-
tional trip to Haiti to study local farming, and she’s already 
saving money to take a similar trip to Brazil next year. 

Morgan turned to LSI once again – but this time, not for 
herself. Instead, to help others in need: youth just like her 
who need support, a listening ear and words of encourage-
ment. LSI and Woodhaven Shelter had been there for Morgan 
during some of her darkest times. Now, she wants to be there 
for those who need it. 

She is now employed as a Youth Associate in LSI’s Woodhaven 
Shelter! When a new resident comes through the doors, 
Morgan is there to show them that no matter the odds, they 
can make a better life for themselves. She is there to help 
other youth find their path to hope, healing and wholeness.
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Prepare for Worship
by Michael Elsbernd 

December 3 – First Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 
1:3-9; Mark 13: 24-37

Our season of Advent begins with the familiar prayer, “Stir 
up your power, and come!” Throughout the readings for 
today, we hear the plea of God’s people for restoration. In 
Isaiah, we hear the lament of a people whose lives have been 
upset by conflict and famine. Jesus’ words as he describes the 
coming of the Son of Man is both frightening in its language 
yet comforting in the sense that God offers the gift of rec-
onciliation and new life. Just as God brought deliverance to 
God’s people in the past, we place our hope and trust in the 
strength of God to tear open the heavens and come.

Hymns: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (257); “Unexpected 
and Mysterious” (258); “The King Shall Come” (260)

Assisting with Worship:

• Kisasa Musicians: “Psalm 80,” John Horman

• Cathedral Choir: “Thou Shalt Know Him,” Mark Sirett

• String Scholars: “Savior of the Nations, Come,” Wilhelm 
Friedemann Bach; “Meditation,” Jack Jarrett; “Sara-
bande,” G.F. Handel 

December 10 – Second Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-
15a; Mark 1:1-8

“Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son,” is our prayer during the second Sunday of Advent. The 
words of Isaiah are echoed in Mark’s gospel: “Prepare the 
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God” (Isaiah 40:3). Secure in the reconciling goodness 
of God, we are encouraged to repent of our sins and prepare 
ourselves for the coming of our Lord. 

Hymns: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (264); “Unexpected 
and Mysterious” (258); “Hark, the Glad Sound” (239)

Assisting with Worship:

• Youth Handbell Choir: “Rejoice, Rejoice!” Cathy Moklebust

• Cathedral Choir: “And the Glory of the Lord” from The 
Messiah, G.F. Handel

December 17 – Third Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

“Gaudete” (rejoicing) Sunday, traditionally the third Sunday 
of Advent, comes with the prayer, “Stir up the wills of your 
faithful people, Lord God.” Throughout the readings from 
Isaiah and 1 Thessalonians, God transforms our sorrow into 
joy. In the gospel text from John, Jesus is described as “the 
light of the world.” Led by the example of John the Baptist 

and strengthened in faith through baptism and Holy Com-
munion, we are called to testify to the light of Christ. 

Hymns: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (244); “Unexpected and 
Mysterious” (258); “People, Look East” (248)

Assisting with Worship:

• Adult Handbell Choir: “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People” 
arr. Kevin McChesney

• Cathedral Choir: “The Spirit of the Lord,” Philip Stopford

December 24 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Please note: there will we only one service for the Fourth Sunday 
of Advent at 10 a.m. – no 5 p.m. or 8 a.m. services.

Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Psalm 89:1-4, 
19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

“Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.” As we gather 
to celebrate the fourth and final Sunday of Advent, we are 
reminded of the strength of God’s promises. God keeps the 
promise made to David, that his throne will be everlasting. 
The angel, Gabriel, tells Mary that God will give the throne 
of David to her son, Jesus. Like Mary, we can confidently 
trust God’s faithful promises, and offer our resounding “yes” 
to God’s will. 

Hymns: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (242); 
“Unexpected and Mysterious” (258); “My Soul Proclaims 
Your Greatness, Lord” (251)

December 24 – Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve
Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 
[15-20]

5pm Family Service; 8:30 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy 
Communion; 11 p.m. Candlelight Service with Scripture 
and Carols

We join with the multitude of angels and the host of heaven 
to sing, “Glory to God in the highest!” at the birth of Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace.  The Christ-child, the promised one, 
whose name will be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, and 
Everlasting Father, comes to us with the light of truth, jus-
tice, peace, and healing.   

Hymns: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (283); “Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing” (270); “Silent Night” (281) 

Assisting with Worship:

• 5 p.m.: Kisasa Musicians

• 8:30 p.m.: Adult Handbell Choir, Brass Ensemble

• 11 p.m.: Cathedral Choir, Chamber Orchestra, Adult 
Handbell Choir

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Continued on Page 5
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December 25 – Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day
Readings: Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-
7] 8-20

Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
brings the light of truth into the darkness of sin and death.  
Christ, the true light, is our everlasting hope.  We gather 
as a community around the light of Christ – the incarnate 
Word – to hear and proclaim the good news of our salvation.

Hymns: “Once in Royal David’s City” (269); “The First Noel” 
(300); “Joy to the World” (267)

December 31 – First Sunday of Christmas
Readings: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; 
Luke 2:22-40

The appointed readings for the first Sunday of Christmas 
take us to Jerusalem, where Mary and Joseph, according to 
the Law of Moses, take their son, Jesus, to the temple for 
the ritual of purification. Guided by the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ 
identity is revealed to a devout and righteous man named 
Simeon. Known as the “Nunc dimittis,” Simeon’s song of 
praise to God ascends along with the witness of the 84-year-
old Anna, of the tribe of Asher. Like Simeon and Anna, we 
rejoice in the presence of Jesus – our salvation – promised 
by God for the healing of the world. 

Hymns: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (288); “O Lord, 
Now Let Your Servant” (313); “The Bells of Christmas” (298)

Living With Loss During the Holidays 

Thursday, December 7th at 5:30 PM 
St. John’s Lutheran Church | 600 6th Ave, Des Moines 
Dinner will be provided 
 
Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 5th.  

Gather with others who are living with grief and loss this holiday 
season and learn strategies for handling holiday plans and 
traditions. Following the discussion on coping,  we invite you to a 
spiritual service of healing and remembrance.  

Contact Anne Alesch: 
515-557-3169 
anne.alesch@unitypoint.org 

Christmas Eve Potluck Dinner 
by Beth Ann Edwards 

A potluck dinner will be held on Christmas Eve in Weertz Hall, 
after the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve service. This potluck is open 
to all. Please bring a dish to share and your own table service. 
Table service will also be available if you forget, and for any 
walk-ins. If you are available to help set up and/or clean up, 
please contact Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org). 

DECEMBER 2017

PASTA
whole grain and vegetable varieties

DONATION
MONTHof the

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Continued from Page 4
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The Arts at St. John's
by Beth Ann Edwards

Performing Arts Events
Julefest featuring Grand View University Choir and 
Wind Ensemble

Saturday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m.

The Grand View Choir and Wind Ensemble present Hugo 
Distler’s cantata A Little Advent Music, built on the much-
loved hymn, “Savior of the Nations, Come,” as well as other 
pieces focusing on the prophecy and promise of God’s gift 
to us -- his own Son, Jesus. A reception in the Fireside 
Lounge follows the concert. The concert is free and open to 
the public. Reservations are requested, and can be made at 
the Grand View University website or at 263-2991 or email 
music@grandview.edu.

Pop-Up Concert featuring string students from 
Drake University

Sunday, Dec. 3, 11:15 a.m.

Please join us when string students from Drake University 
present two masterworks selections: a piano trio (piano, 
violin, cello) by Clara Schumann and a string quintet by 
Schubert. The ensembles are student-led by Adrienne Strat-
ton, a St. John's String Scholar. The program begins shortly 
after the 10 a.m. worship service and will last approximately 
20 minutes. 

TubaChristmas Concert

Saturday, Dec. 16, 2 p.m.

Enjoy a beautiful, rich, organ-like sound from a mass low 
brass choir playing your favorite Christmas carol melodies. 
Over 60 tuba and euphonium players will gather in the St. 
John's Sanctuary for this unique sound. This is a truly unique 
musical experience you will not want to miss. It’s like a Mes-
siah sing-a-long for low brass players: walk-in rehearsal, have 
lunch, then play a concert. ALL ages and skill levels are wel-
come. This concert is free and open to the public.

Des Moines Concert Handbells

Friday, Dec. 22, 7 p.m.

Des Moines is home to one of America’s newest community 
handbell ensembles. Formed under the auspices of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Des Moines Concert Handbells (DMCH) 
is a collaboration of 17 advanced handbell musicians from 
the metro and surrounding areas. The group will offer its 
inaugural performance on Friday, Dec. 22 at 7 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary here at St. John’s on Sixth Avenue.

The performance, led by Beth Ann Edwards, Julie Murphy, 
and Patrick Gagnon, will feature transcriptions of holiday 
favorites as well as original music composed for handbells. 
DMCH will be joined by guest percussionists and instrumen-
talists. The performance is open to the public and a free-will 
offering will be collected.

Epiphany Worship and Celebration

Saturday, Jan. 6, 5 p.m.

St. John’s vocal and handbell choirs, instrumental ensem-
bles, and Hurley and Dancers will provide music for the 5 
p.m. Saturday evening worship on Jan. 6. The celebration of 
Epiphany provides the perfect occasion to highlight themes 
of light, worship, and celebration of Christ on earth. The ser-
vice will begin with a lessons-and-carols format. Traditional 
liturgy and Communion will follow. A chili cook-off supper, 
which is a fund-raiser for the St. John’s youth, will take place 
in Weertz Hall following the service. All are welcome!

Midweek Music Series
The Midweek Music Series brings a festive spirit this month! 
Advent and Christmas favorites fill the Sanctuary with choral 
and instrumental selections, and perennial favorite Christ-
mas at St. John’s showcases the talents of our very own. 
Concerts begin at 12:05 and are free and open to the public. 
A light lunch, priced at $6 per person, is served in Weertz 
Hall following the performance. Please note that Midweek 
Music Series takes a break on December 27, and will return 
on January 3 with award-winning blues singer Rob Lumbard.

Upcoming Midweek Music Performances

Dec. 6 - The Principal Guys Who Harmonize 

Dec. 13 - Scott Davis Brass Quintet 

Dec. 20 - Christmas at St. John’s

Special Invitation to Joyful Noise 
The Kisasa musicians invite Joyful Noise singers (Grades 
Kindergarten, 1, and 2) to join them in singing a song at the 
5 p.m. Christmas Eve worship service. Joyful Noise singers 
will learn this music during Wednesday evening rehears-
als with Karen Andeweg. Christmas Eve rehearsal time for 
Joyful Noise is 4:30 p.m. More information will be sent to 
Joyful Noise families soon. If you have questions, please 
contact Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

TubaChristmas 2016

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Continued on Page 7
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Artist of the Month Exhibit 

Paintings by Charlotte Hamity

 Charlotte Hamity of Valley Junction began her training 
during the summers while in high school. This included Cran-
brook Academy and the Detroit Society of Arts and Crafts. 
Then art history at Duke University followed by a degree at 
the Chicago Academy of Fine Art. A commercial artist and 
designer for many years in Chicago she “retired” moving to 
a small mining town in Colorado. For 10 years she painted 
with her favorite medium, transparent watercolor, entered 
shows and went to artists’ workshops. Favorite subjects were 
all around her: Victorian homes, old buildings in the historic 
mining district, the mountains, ghost towns, commissions 
of quaint old homes, and of course her garden.

After moving to Iowa favorite subjects were old barn's which, 
like the old mines of Colorado, are slowly disappearing. On 
joining the Saturday Sketch Club, she was introduced to the 
many parks, rivers, and scenic areas around Des Moines. 
These and her garden have inspired many of her paintings.

Hamity’s paintings may be seen in art shows at the Heritage 
Gallery, Hoyt Sherman Place, the Garden Show at Reiman 
Gardens in Ames, the Crafts Show at Gloria Dei church in 
Urbandale, the Art on the Prairie show in Perry. She has also 
had exhibits at the Botanical Center, various churches, coffee 
shops, retirement centers, libraries, and many other sites. 
Some are one-person shows and others shows with additional 
artists. She also enters competitions such as the Iowa State 
Fair Fine Art show and the Iowa Watercolor Society show. 
She is a signature member of the Iowa Watercolor Society.

“I paint because I love painting and can’t imagine what it 
would be like not to paint. I exhibit because I hope that other 
people enjoy my paintings and they perhaps trigger some 
distant happy memories.”

Registration is Open for Bach in a Day
Rehearse and sing a Bach cantata in one day! Rehearsals 
begin at 12:30 and Saturday, February 24, 2018 and the con-
cert, which is free and open to the public, begins at 8 p.m. 
Dr. Randal Buikema, conductor, and Miriam Scholz-Carlson, 

concert master, will lead choir and instrumentalists with 
Bach’s Cantata 106, "Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit" and 
instrumental work to be announced soon. To register, visit 
www.stjohnsdsm.org/event/bach. The $30 registration 
covers access to downloadable music, choral and instrumen-
tal rehearsals, dinner and afternoon snacks, Bach Scholar 
spotlight with Dr. Jim Griesheimer, and participation in a 
concert (free and open to the public).

Reformation 500 Concert

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Continued from Page 6
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Scrapbooking: Saturday, Dec. 2, between 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. in 
Room 8.

Mah Jongg: Mondays, Dec. 4, 11, and 18 at 6 p.m. at St. John’s in 
Neumann. Contact darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org with questions.

Quilting: Tuesdays, Dec. 5, 12, and 19 in Room 308.

Christian Involvement: Tuesday, Dec, 5, 6 p.m. at home of 
Darla Stiles.

EAGLES: Sunday, Dec. 10, attending 2 p.m. performance of Simp-
son College Choir’s Lessons & Carols.

WIRED Night Out: Tuesday, Dec. 12, 6 p.m. in Neumann, to hear 
from group who toured Germany.

St John's Social Club: Sunday, Dec. 17; Meet at Ramsey Village 
at 3:45 p.m. to carol.

Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, Dec. 20, 12:30 p.m.

Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, Dec. 21, 11:30 a.m.

Recreational Reading: Wednesday, Dec. 27, 4:30 p.m in Rose Holm;

Next Adventure: TBA

Yoga will take a break until after the first of the year.

Photography will not meet in December.

Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly  
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)  

or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Scrapbooking will be meeting on Saturday, Dec. 2, 9:30 a.m. – 2p.m. 
in Room 8. This will be a combined November/December gathering.  

Mah Jongg will meet on Mondays, Dec. 4, 11, and 18 at 6 p.m. in 
Neumann. Questions?  Contact Darla at darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org.

Quilting will meet on Tuesdays, Dec. 5, 12, and 19 in Room 308.

EAGLES will be attending the lessons and carols of the Simpson Choir 
in Indianola on Sunday, Dec. 10, for the 2 p.m. performance. For more 
information, contact Karen Van Hoever, karenandarlin@gmail.com.

St. John’s Social Club will meet at Ramsey Village at 3:45 p.m. to 
begin our caroling on Sunday, Dec. 17. We will proceed to Wesley 
Acres and end at Django for dinner. Please RSVP to Mary Miller at 
mmiller588@aol.com or call 515-971-3668.  

Lunch Bunch II will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 20, 12:30 p.m. Contact 
Barbara John at 515-279-5089 if you are interested in joining the group 
for lunch on the third Wednesday each month.

Lunch Bunch I will meet on Thursday, Dec. 21, at 11:30 a.m. If you 
are interested in joining the group please call Karen Schoenenberger, 
515-276-8730. New members are most welcome.

Recreational Reading will gather on Wednesday, Dec. 27, at 4:30 
p.m. in Rose Holm for book discussion. The book to discuss is Hill-
billy Elegy by J. D. Vance. Contact Carol MacDonald with questions, 
caroljomac@gmail.com.

Photography will NOT meet in December. The 
next meeting will be Jan. 21. Bring lots of ideas 
for themes for the year as well as your two favorite 
photos from last year.

Next Adventure—plans to be announced.

WIRED Night Out will gather Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
at 6 p.m. in Neumann. View photos and hear the 
experiences of Lorraine Wilbur, Sarah Thorn and 
Lisa Ossian who recently returned from a trip 
to Germany on the occassion of the 500th Ref-
ormation. Come enjoy German traditional food 
as we hear about their trip. RSVP to Darla at 
darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org.

Youth Ministry  
2018 Youth Auction 
Friday, March 2, 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Windsor Heights Community Center

The St. John’s Youth Ministry Team is excited to 
announce plans for the 2017 Youth Auction and 
Dinner Gala. Please join us for a night of celebra-
tion, games, fundraising, good food, fellowship, 
and much more! Tickets go on sale beginning in 
January, but save the date on your calendars now. 
Your generosity not only keeps our week-to-week 
ministry vibrant, it creates opportunities for our 
young people to participate in service learning 
trips that are truly life-changing. 

We also ask that you consider donating items or 
services to be auctioned during the evening. Large 
and small donations alike add interest and excite-
ment to the evening. Donations may be brought 
to the church office anytime during normal busi-
ness hours beginning in December. Please contact 
Maggie Evans – mevans@stjohnsdsm.org – 515-
243-7691 with questions. Thank you for your 
support with this annual event!! 

Wilderness Canoe Base 
Dates have been set for the annual youth trip to 
the Boundary Waters in Minnesota. This year we 
will leave Des Moines on the evening of Wednes-
day July 18 and return the evening of Wednesday 
July 25. This trip is open to all students who are 
currently in grades 7 and up. Registration dead-
line is January 8th. This trip is an incredible 
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Childrens Ministry
by Alicia Karwal

Children’s Advent Program
All are invited to attend the Children’s Advent Program on 
Sunday, Dec. 17 at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Throughout our 
rehearsals, the children have been learning the meaning of 
Advent, the season of hopeful waiting for the coming of our 
King, Jesus Christ. The children are eager to tell the story 
of our King! With joyful anticipation, we invite you to be a 
part of this special time as we lift up our voices in His name. 

A reception will follow the Advent Program and 10 a.m. ser-
vice in Fireside Lounge on Dec. 17. We will host a hot choc-
olate bar with all of the fixings in celebration of this joyous 
event. Please join us!

Important Date and Event Information for Sunday School
Sunday, December 3: 

Grades 1-6 rehearse for the Advent program in Room 307; 
preschool and kindergarten children have regular Sunday 
School with rehearsal during music time.

Kisasa Musicians perform at the 10 a.m. service.

Sunday, December 10: 

Grades 1-6 rehearse for the Advent program in Room 307; 
preschool and kindergarten children have regular Sunday 
School with rehearsal during music time.

Saturday, December 16:

Children's Advent Program rehearsal in the Sanctuary from 
9-10:30 a.m. for all 1st-6th graders.

Sunday, December 17: 

Warm-ups for the Children's Advent Program begin at 8:15 
a.m. in the chapel – this includes ALL ages, 3 years through 
6th grade.

Children's Advent Program begins at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Hot Chocolate Reception will held in the Fireside Lounge 
following the 10 a.m. service.

journey that provides an opportunity for us to learn about 
and reflect on God’s creation, strengthen our faith, and build 
teamwork and confidence. 

Dates to Remember 
December 23: 

Christmas Preparation. We will be hanging stars, having 
lunch and playing games, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

January 6: 

Chili Cook-Off Dinner and Bake Sale, 6:15 – 9 p.m.

Sunday, December 24: 

No Sunday School Classes

Sunday, December 31: 

No Sunday School Classes

Saturday, January 6: 

5 p.m. - Worship and Epiphany Celebration for Children's 
Ministry: We again invite families to attend a celebratory 
worship service followed by a chili supper with fellowship 
and Epiphany crafts and games in Weertz for the children 
on Saturday evening.  

Sunday, January 7: 

No Sunday School Classes

Sunday, January 15:

Sunday School classes resume to our regular schedule (8:45-
9:45 a.m.)

Last Year's Advent Program
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Hospitality and Outreach
by Katie Tippins

Why?
Every day there is a natural or human-involved disaster. This 
has been true since Day 1; however, in our day and age we 
hear about them instantaneously and in living color. At the 
same time, our moral, religious and cultural traditions are 
escalating into increased conflict. The more we learn of each 
other the less common ground we find. We don’t encourage 
understanding and tolerance; instead we find rancor and 
reasons to hate. 

As I read the news and absorb the human toll of these occur-
rences, I also read comments from the public. People offer 
prayers and words of comfort to those effected. With that, 
I resonate. Others cast words of condemnation as if these 
individuals deserved their misfortune. And always there are 
comments stating there is no God and, if there is, the entity 
is vengeful and malicious. They feel people of faith are either 
stupid or have been deceived. 

So, where is God and why do bad things happen?

To be very honest, I can’t answer that with definitive evi-
dence. What I know is – I believe in God with my whole 
heart and soul, or else I wouldn’t make it in this world. 
And I wouldn’t be able to look at the future of my children 
and grandchildren with hope. To me, that is what faith is 
all about.

All of us struggle with trying to find answers as to why shock-
ing events happen but, even if we find plausible explanations, 
it doesn’t change anything. What we can control, however, is 
how we react ad respond. Do we curse people, do we blame 
God, or do we strive to find God in the depth of our pain 
and anger?

When we look I assure you, God is there.

Let me share with you an incident that recently touched 
out family … My son, Joe, received devastating news from 
one of his best friends. Pat, his college roommate, and his 
wife awoke one morning a couple weeks ago to find their 18 
month old daughter had died during the night. She had been 
struggling with a cough. They had taken her to the doctor 
who determined she had croup. They were told croup is a 
virus. Current treatment guidelines say they should only pre-
scribe if the cough persists for 10 days. At that time they took 
her back to the doctor and were finally given a prescription. 
They gave Molly the medicine that evening, the next morning 
she was gone.

Joe flew from Chicago to Omaha for her funeral. He said 
he’d never seen anyone so devastated or in so much pain as 
the parents and their extended family. Molly was their only 
child. They were loving and devoted parents. They had waited 
a long time for her. The entire family is faith-filled. They did 
nothing to deserve this tragedy. 

Joe called me on his way back home after the service. He 
initially started talking about the friends he’d seen and the 

beautiful funeral mass. When I asked about the parents Joe 
broke down. The last time I’d heard him that distraught was 
when my father died. At that time Joe was a sophomore in 
college and my dad had been a huge influence in his life. 
This struck so close to home for him because of his children. 
He couldn’t comprehend the loss and the emptiness. Going 
home to a totally quiet house would be unimaginable. When 
living a “normal” life of family, work and friends a blow such 
as this puts it all in perspective. 

In this case, everyone was asking why. Did the doctor err in 
not treating Molly sooner? Did she have an unanticipated 
and unforeseen reaction to the medication? She’d never been 
sick before, not even a cold. I don’t yet know where God is in 
this huge loss but I know God is there and holding them all 
close and offering healing grace.

But, as to why Molly died – I don’t know.

“Why” seems to be the first question we ask in a tragedy, but 
we don’t seem to ask it when we receive a blessing.

In August, Joe and Jen welcomed a new son. They are already 
blessed with two daughters. In November, my daughter and 
Patrick greeted a son to add to their daughter. All the children 
arrived healthy. Mothers had uncomplicated deliveries. We 
have thanked God for each and every one and continue to 
do so. 

But, we never asked why. So, why do we not question good 
events but always question bad?

Is it human nature and our self-centeredness? Very possibly, 
or perhaps it is God being with us always in the good and the 
bad. Maybe it is God’s way of showing us that, as Jesus expe-
rienced blessings, there were also trials and horrific suffering. 
Jesus experienced all the human joys and sorrows as God. 

And God continues to experience through the day-to-day 
living and dying of every individual on earth. As we suffer, 
so does God. As we rejoice, so does God.

Let us cling to God as we go through the inevitable pain, as 
well as the moments of joy. Let us not ask why, let us just 
pray, “Gracious God, be with us through it all and hold us 
close.” Let us remember 1 Peter 4:12-13: “Beloved, do not 
be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happen-
ing to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so you may also be glad and shout for joy when 
his glory is revealed”

As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to 
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities and connect-
ing you with like-minded people who have shared interests – 
whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact her at 
katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691.
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Did You Know:
St. John's has free 
wifi that extends from 
Weertz all the way up 
to DDI?

Password:
inthecity

St. John’s weekly radio broadcast 

is on Praise 940 AM at  

8:00 am every Sunday morning

Confirmation 2017
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EAGLE CALL 
DEADLINE

The next deadline for all 

Eagle Call content is noon on 

December 18. Please send 

articles in digital format to Scott 

LaBlanc, scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. 

If you are unable to send it by 

e-mail, drop it off at the church 

office. 

Thank you!

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
 

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s pre-
pares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like 
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful min-

istry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines, 
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie at 

katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
600 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1606
515-243-7691
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