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February	Youth	Fundraiser
Please join us the evening of Saturday, March 2nd at 6:00 p.. for our annual youth fundraiser. 
This year the event is returning to St. John’s and will have an Around the World theme! We 
are also adding trivia this year so bring your competitive spirit and battle for the trivia 
prize and bragging rights. Dinner will be a variety of foods that will celebrate this year’s 
theme ‘Around the World.’ Tickets are available Sunday mornings, select Saturday evenings, 
Wednesday evenings and online. Tickets are $15 (ages 5 and under are free) or create your 
own super trivia team by purchasing a full table of up to 8 people for $80. 

The purpose of the fundraiser is to raise money to help support youth programming in 
the summer and during the school year. Thanks to the generosity of the congregation and 
community we can ensure all St. John’s youth are able to experience lifechanging trips like 
Wilderness Canoe Base and Lutheran Lakeside Camp. Money raised also supports fellow-
ship activities and outings throughout the year. These activities are incredibly important 
for building a strong lasting connection to each other and the Church. 

Also, please also consider donating an item or service for the silent auction. Examples of 
items we have received in the past are: artwork, crafts, Civic Center tickets, sports tickets, 
woodworking crafts, a game of golf, If you have any questions, please contact Maggie Evans 
(mevans@stjohnsdsm.org). 
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A	Word	From	Our	Pastor
by Pastor Robert Speirs 

“In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan, earth 
stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow had fallen, 
snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak mid-winter 
long ago.

Heaven cannot hold him nor…earth sustain, heav’n and 
earth shall flee away when he comes to reign; in the bleak 
mid-winter a stable place sufficed the Lord God almighty, 
Jesus Christ.

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I 
would bring a lamb; if I were a wise man I would do my 

part; yet what I can give him-give my heart. -  “In The Bleak Mid-Winter” Hymn #294 

Although she was born in London, England, in 1830, you might think that the 
writer of the text of this beautiful Christmas hymn, Christina Georgina Rossetti, 
who wrote this piece originally as a Christmas poem, for an American magazine, 
Scribner’s Monthly, in January 1872, knew something about living in the upper 
Midwest during these long, cold and bleak days of winter.

As I sit here in my office and writing this article for our February edition of the 
St. John’s Eagle Call newsletter, and day-dreaming of the warm and sunny days of 
spring, it is snowing once again, the third time this past week. The temperature is 
dropping, and the sky is that dreary gray color that appears much too frequently at 
this time of the year…and all I can think to say about the present conditions we’re 
living in is, Uff Da! What is a person to do about the gloominess and melancholy 
that this time of the year brings? One idea to have a little light and brightness 
shine into our lives during this dark winter season is to get involved with friends 
and family here at church, with some of the programs and events that are coming 
up in the next months. Several of these are:

• Join us for our Sunday Morning Education Forums, which meet in the Neumann 
conference room, from 9 to 9:55 a.m., each week during the school year. We 
have an amazing schedule of speakers once again, who will offer presentations 
on topics such as: World Religions, studies on Martin Luther’s sermons and 
other theological works, Pastor Eric Carlson will join us in April to bring us 
up-to-date on the current work and events happening at the synod level, Ms. 
Kay Vanags from the organization, “Aging Resources,” will come and speak 
about the Family Care Giver Program and more. Coffee and refreshments are 
included. There are brochures placed around the back of the sanctuary and in 
the reception area that will give to you the full listing of classes and speakers 
for these mornings.

• On Saturday evening, February 9th, as part of the 5 p.m. worship in the 
sanctuary, the St. John’s Cathedral Choir will present Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass, 
followed at 6 to 8:30 a.m. by our Annual Chili Cook-off competition. So far, we 
have about 10 people participating by bringing their favorite chili dish along 
with sides. So if you like a hot bowl of chili to warm you up on a cold winter’s 
night this is the place to be.

• On Wednesday evenings, our Beloved Community program meets, and is always 
a great time to join us and have a fine meal, enjoy good conversation with friends 
and family, meet new people and make new friends. Afterwards you are invited 
to attend Pastor Rachel’s Bible Study in the Neumann conference room, join 
our Cathedral Choir, or offer your time in helping to clean Weertz Hall and the 
kitchen area after the meal is over. Many hands make the work light and easy. 
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• If you’re looking for something to do on a Tuesday morning 
at 9:30, because you’re bored of watching the Today Show 
or Good Morning America, why not try to our Tuesday 
Morning Bible Study. We have a great deal of fun and 
laughs together, good fellowship, yet also a time of serious 
and informative Bible study. Coffee and refreshments are 
plentiful. Presently we are studying the Gospel of John. 
Please feel welcome to come and give it a try.

• The Global Mission Team is holding its monthly sewing 
bee on Saturday, February 23rd, 10 a.m., in the Neumann 
conference room on the first floor. During this time our 
quilters are working on the 2019 offering of quilts that 
will be sent to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse in 
Minneapolis. Many of these quilts will be shipped overseas 
to countries where the people are in great need. The nice 
thing about this get-together is that you do not need to 
have any previous experience as a quilter, as our quilters 
will show you exactly what needs to be done. 

• Although it’s still a little early 
to actually do any actual 
planting, our Faith Garden 
Team will be meeting in 
February and planning our 
next season's Faith Garden. 
All the produce that we grow 
is harvested and taken to 
the DMARC Food Pantry 
system, to be distributed 
to our neighbors in the Des 
Moines area who don’t have 
access to fresh produce or 
can’t afford to purchase 
fruits and vegetable on a regular basis. If you have interest 
in trying your hand at gardening, please contact me, 
Pastor Bob Speirs, here at St. John’s by phone or e-mail, 
pastorbob@stjohnsdsm.org, or just see me in person after 
church or during the week. I would be happy to answer 
any questions you might have about our gardening team.

Even though I’ve only scratched the surface of the opportu-
nities that are offered here at St. John’s, on a weekly basis, 
if you want to keep busy in the bleak mid-winter, and not 
feel beaten down by the cold and sometimes dreary gray 
days, I think that we can help. I look forward to seeing you 
in church. 

Reflections	on	the	dead	homeless	
man	on	the	other	side	of	the	wall
by Diane Glass, writer, spritual director & member of St. John’s

A homeless man died on the other side 
of our wall last week, the wall next to the piano, 
the east wall where I do the healing service 
on Sunday at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

May the people be known for mercy,
rendering justice to the poor!*

He had no identification, no name, no family to contact.
He needs our prayers today, our pastor said,
along with others who are sick, who have died, 
who are grieving for loved ones.

May we heed the cry of the poor—
the young and the old,
helping to free all those in need.

“He often slept right next to our church 
on a grate that sends off some heat. 
He declined our invitation to come in 
for food or warmth,” she said.

For You heed the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no friend.

We celebrated the Epiphany on this day, Jan. 6,
the manifestation of the divine nature of Jesus, 
the culmination of Christmas, the visit of the Magi 
to the baby Jesus, our Lord, God incarnate.

You have compassion on 
          the weak the downtrodden,
giving them strength and hope.

Epiphany means flash of understanding or insight.
We witness the presence of our Lord in our day.
What did we learn this Sunday from the homeless man 
on the other side of the wall?

From injustice and oppression,
You redeem their life;
and precious are they in Your Heart.

*Psalm 72 Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness by 
Nan C. Merrill

Editors Note: On January 24 Pastor Rachel visited with a kind 
person at the Medical Examiner’s office today about the homeless 
man who died on our property at the end of December.  His name 
was Bradley Lewis, age 60.  They did find next of kin – a sister 
who lives out of state and a niece – who took care of his cremation.

Continued from Page 2
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St.	John's	Lutheran	Foundation
By St. John’s Lutheran Foundation Board Members

Thank you to those who joined us for 
Foundation Sunday on January 6th. The 
Foundation Board Members appreciated 
the opportunity to meet with church 
members and Foundation donors 
to share information about the 
ongoing commitment of our Foun-
dation to aid and assist St. John’s 
Lutheran Church.

Did You Know?

For nearly 40 years, the Foundation has supported numerous 
church enhancement and maintenance projects, including 
but not limited to:
•  $300,000 pledge to the 2016 Capital Campaign
•  $240,000 for General Church Maintenance 
•  $130,000 for Roof Maintenance and Repair
•  $115,000 for Exterior Tuck-pointing

Gifts to the Foundation are invested for endowment and 
the funds continue to grow and generate earnings so these 
types of capital improvements can be made to the church. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church benefits year after year. 

Your investment in St. John’s Lutheran Foundation makes a 
difference!  Please consider donating to St. John’s Lutheran 
Foundation in 2019!

A Gift That GROWS.  A Gift FOR GOOD.

ST. JOHN’S 
LUTHERAN
FOUNDATION

Prepare	for	Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

February	3	–	Fourth	Sunday	after	Epiphany
Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 
13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30

All spiritual gifts given by God's Holy Spirit are signs of 
God's love. In love, we are called to share the gifts given to 
each of us in order to reveal (make manifest) God's glory. 
Jeremiah, a prophet consecrated by God while still in his 
mother's womb, makes God's love known to all nations. The 
psalmist sings of God's glory, echoing God's powerful Spirit 
within all of God's people, "From my mother's womb you 
have been my strength" (Ps. 71:6). In Luke, we hear Jesus 
announcing that God will free the oppressed. The good news 
is that God's mercy is extended to all people - not only those 
seen as "insiders."  

Hymns:  “I Love to Tell the Story” (661); “He Comes to Us 
as One Unknown (737); “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (655)

Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “See What Love,” Felix Mendelssohn

February	10	–	Fifth	Sunday	after	Epiphany
Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 
15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

God's glory is made known in unexpected and surpris-
ing ways. Isaiah is reluctant to heed the call he received 
through a vision in the temple to proclaim judgment against 
Israel. Aware of his own unrighteousness, he nevertheless 
responds: "Here am I, send me." In Luke's gospel, we hear 
the story of the calling of Simon, James, and John. Like the 
early followers, Jesus calls each of us into a life of disciple-
ship despite our unworthiness and shortcomings. Through 
the waters of baptism, we are sealed and strengthened to 
share the good news.

Hymns: “Rise, Shine, You People!” (665); “Will You Come 
and Follow Me?” (798); “How Firm a Foundation” (796)

Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts” from   Gospel Mass, Robert Ray

February	17	–	Sixth	Sunday	after	Epiphany
Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-
20; Luke 6:17-26

Contrasting words of blessings and curses pervade the Old 
and New Testament readings for today. In the reading from 
Jeremiah, the prophet reminds us that life with God brings 
blessings in abundance. By contrast, life without God brings 
about curses. In the New Testament lesson, Paul reminds us 
that Jesus' resurrection is central to our own hope of ever-
lasting life with God. Because Jesus was raised from death, 
we share in the hope of life beyond death. Our gospel lesson 
from Luke shares Jesus' great sermon where he reveals who 
truly finds favor and blessing in the eyes of God. 

Hymns: “We Know That Christ is Raised” (449); “If You But 
Trust In God to Guide You” (769); “Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty” (858)

Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Do Not Be Afraid,” Philip Stopford

February	24–	Seventh	Sunday	after	Epiphany
Readings: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 
Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38

Mercy. Today's readings call us to live mercifully in the power 
of forgiveness and reconciliation. Despite being sold into 
slavery by his brothers, Joseph offers them his forgiveness 
- recognizing that God transformed their evil intentions and 
actions for good. In 1 Corinthians, Paul preaches about the 
mystery of following Christ's life-giving teaching using the 
metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam. Luke's 
gospel shows Jesus teaching his followers about radical 
inclusiveness. Jesus encourages us to shower our enemies 
with blessings, generosity, forgiveness and love. Living in 
harmony with God's vision brings about an abundance of 
blessings.   

Hymns: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (807); “Love 
Divine, All Loves Excelling” (631); “O Christ, Our Hope” (604)

Assisting with Worship:
• Cathedral Choir: “Grant Us Thy Peace,” Felix Mendelssohn
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Did You Know:
St. John's has free 
wifi that extends from 
Weertz all the way up 
to DDI?

Password:
inthecity

Children’s	Ministry
By Alicia Karwal

Opportunity	to	Serve
Volunteering as a Sunday School teacher or helper allows you 
to grow your own faith, as well as guide our young children to 
learn about God’s love. We are in need of several additional 
Sunday School teachers to volunteer in preschool through 
fifth grades. I invite you to consider volunteering once or 
twice a month in a Sunday School classroom of your choice.  
I believe that you will come to appreciate the learning that is 
experienced on both ends… that of the child and the teacher. 
If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity, 
please email Alicia at akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org.

Sunday	School	at	a	Glance
• February 3: Mary and Martha Luke 10:48-52
• February 10: Zacchaeus Luke 19:1-10
• February 17: The Last Supper John 13:1-20
• February 24: Holy Week Luke 19:28-40

Project	HOPE
Project HOPE is a service project 
started by a few children in fifth and 
sixth grades who want to contribute 
to local people in need. Project HOPE is 
taking donations through money and 
item form. All items will be divided into reusable bags and 
given to people in Des Moines area shelters and people in 
the community. Beginning February 2, lists of items in great-
est need and collection boxes can be found on and under 
the tables outside the sanctuary. Any monetary donations 
will be used to buy additional items on the list. Monetary 
donations can be given to Isabelle Karwal or Alicia Karwal. 
Donations will be collected through March 13. Thank you 
for giving HOPE!

Project

 HOPE

Working	to	Achieve	Justice	and
Peace	in	the	Mdidle	East
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

St. John’s own Christina Andeweg 
shares the work of Anera – Ameri-
can Near East Refugee Aid on Feb. 
13th, 6:30 p.m.

The Arab-Israeli War of 1967 left 
hundreds of thousands of Pales-
tinians homeless and impover-
ished. As various international 
entities struggled to respond, a 
small group of concerned Ameri-
cans began working to provide immediate assistance to the 
victims of the conflict. The result was the creation of Anera 
–American Near East Refugee Aid. 

Anera has no political or religious affiliation and works on 
the ground with partners in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon 
and Syria. Anera mobilizes resources for immediate emer-
gency relief and for sustainable, long-term health, education 
and economic development. Anera delivered more than $67 
million in programs in 2017 alone.

Christina Andeweg, a St. Olaf College grad, former Young 
Adult in Global Mission (YAGM) and daughter of St. John’s, 
is employed by Anera in their Washington, D.C. headquar-
ters and has travelled to see the organization’s work in the 
Middle East.  

Christina will speak about Anera at St. John’s on Wednesday, 
February 13th beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Neumann Hall. All 
are welcome and encouraged to attend this informative pre-
sentation and to support Christina’s commitment to justice 
and peace in the Middle East.

FEBRUARY 2019

Healthy Canned Goods
Canned Jackfruit  

& Banana Blossoms

DONATION
MONTHof the

low sugar, fat, and salt options canned in water or brine

Culturally  
Appropriate Food
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The Journey Through Grief 
Six-Session Educational Grief Group 

...Because Life After Loss is Difficult 
 

Join us to learn about grief,  
discover tools for dealing with loss,  
and develop a new support network. 
 

For Registration and Questions,  
Contact Anne Alesch  
anne.alesch@unitypoint.org  
(515) 782-6149 

 
 
Fourth Thursday of the Month at 5:30 pm 

March - August 2019 
St. John’s Lutheran Church  
600 6th Ave. in Des Moines 

Connect.Connect.  

Grow.Grow.  

Learn.Learn.  

Every person connected 
to St. John's has a unique 
perspective and experience. 
As you find yourself at St. 
John's events or when you're 
with other members of St. 
John's consider sharing 
your perspective and your 
experience. Take a picture, 
capture the moment 
and send the image to 
photos@stjohnsdsm.org.  
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Hospitality	&	Outreach
By Katie Tippins

The	Sixth	Gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit:	Piety
Piety seems to be an archaic term. When was the last time 
you heard someone referred to as pious? The only person I 
knew who qualified for the term was my maternal grand-
mother. Born in 1887 she led a simple life and was devoted 
to her family. Yet, even given women’s status in that time, 
she graduated from Drake University and homesteaded in 
North Dakota. She never learned to drive, never wore “trou-
sers” nor slip-on shoes. Her hairstyle was a long braid in the 
back and pinned up with soft waves around her face. She was 
gentle, kind, nonjudgmental, caring, the rock of her family, 
and the most powerful “prayer warrior.” Most who knew 
her felt she had a direct line to God. She was approached by 
family, friends and strangers to pray for people and never 
failed to do so. She had an old (and I mean OLD) Catholic 
prayer book that was always by her side. 

Old-school and old-church definitions of piety include reli-
gious, devout, faithful, and committed, but they doesn’t 
really encompass the heart of word. Let’s look at the syn-
onyms, however, and appreciate the ideas and commitment 
of the meaning and objectives inherent in the words. 

Individuals graced with piety answer to the invitation of the 
Holy Spirit willingly and naturally. “Wisdom and knowledge 
perfect the theological virtue of faith, piety reflects religion,” 
according to Jesuit priest. John A. Hardon. He says piety 
is the moral virtue that disposes a person to give God the 
worship and service deserved. It is not done out of obligation 
or pressure; it is done with love and joy.

As with all gifts of the Spirit, piety helps us to live our lives 
in accordance with God’s will. Piety calls us to respect our 
world as created by God. That includes ALL people regard-
less of nationality, skin color, economic status, or political 
convictions. It also includes our world of nature. We were 
given this planet by God to nurture and preserve, not exploit 
and destroy. In respecting God’s gifts to us, we respect and 
honor God.

Piety creates in one’s heart a familial affection for God and 
a tender compassion and commitment toward persons and 
things consecrated to God. It also gives us “holy joy” in 
our duties.

Following are a few references about piety, far more eloquent 
and explanatory than mine:

The Psalms are selected by the Christian from the whole Bible, as 
they were by the Jew from the books in his possession - the Old 
Testament ... nor will there ever be in the world such an advance 
in religious light, experience, and knowledge, that they will lose 
their relative place as connected with the exercises of practical 
piety. - Albert Barnes (Theologian and Presbyterian Minister)

A contemplative life has more the appearance of piety than any 
other; but the divine plan is to bring faith into activity and exer-
cise. - Richard Cecil (Evangelical Anglican priest of the 18th 
and 19th centuries)

Anyone who sets themselves up as “religious” by talking a good 
game is self-deceived. This kind of religion is hot air and only hot 
air. Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the 
Father is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their 
plight, and guard against corruption from the godless world?  
- James 1: 26-27 (The Message)

As noted, the term “piety” may be dated; however, the intent 
is not backward-looking, but forward-looking. It helps us 
value the world in which we live but also builds a culture of 
life for ourselves and future generations. This is the natural 
result of the gift of piety. 

As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to 
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities and connect-
ing you with like-minded people who have shared interests – 
whether they be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact Katie 
(katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691).
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Small	Groups
By Amanda Landers-Each

Mah Jongg: Mah Jongg will be played Mondays, Feb. 4, 
11, 18 and 25. Play begins in Neumann Hall at 6 p.m. every 
Monday. 

Quilting: All are welcome on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 308.

Celebrating Katy: In celebration of Katharina von Bora, 
wife of Martin Luther and a home brewer herself. All dates 
for Celebrating Katy are on Thursdays at local breweries; all 
times are 7 p.m. This month join us Feb. 7 at Fenders Brew-
ing, 212 W Van Dorn St., Polk City. If you have questions, 
contact Rod Snavely (celebratingkaty@gmail.com or 515-494-
3178). It’s okay to text. 2019 schedule to come! Check the 
bulletin for updates!

St. John’s Social Club: 2019 Schedule to come! For 
more information contact Bob and Jean Williams at 
rwilli1195@aol.com or 515-277-9120.

Lunch Bunch II: This lunch group will meet Wednesday, Feb. 
20 at 12:30 p.m. Meets the third Wednesday of each month.) 
If you are interested in this group or require additional infor-
mation please contact Anne Moeller (akase1957@msn.com or 
515-274-7339). All are welcome!

Lunch Bunch I: This lunch group will meet Thursday, Feb. 
21 at 11:30 a.m. (Meets the third Thursday of each month). 
Coordinators: Feb, Carol Dittmer 515-287-7860; March, Pat 
Schafer 515-975-2744. If you have questions regarding this 
group please contact Mary Liechty (hoganmary2@msn.com). 
All are welcome!

EAGLES: February Art Center Lunch and Tour! Watch your 
bulletins for additional details! For information regarding this 
group please contact Amanda at alanderseach@stjohnsdsm.org 
and/or 515-243-7691 ext. 335.  

Photography: We will meet on Feb. 17 and March 17. Check 
your bulletins for additional details. For questions, contact 
Paul Meyer at paulmeyer1954@gmail.com.    

Recreational Book Club: Meets on Wednesday, Feb. 27 
to discuss Janesville by Amy Goldstein. All meetings are the 
4th Wednesday of the month and meet in Rose Holm at 4:30 
unless other plans are made.

WIRED Lap Blanket Service Project: All are welcome to 
participate in making tie lap-sized fleece blankets on Feb-
ruary 12th, 6:30 to 9 p.m. in Weetz which will be presented 
to Mosaic. If you are not able to come that evening, drop off 
finished blankets sometime before the program or the day 
of the program. If you are not a fleece blanket maker, donate 
fleece or money. Purchase 1.25 or 1.5 yards of fleece for each 
side of the blanket. 

WIRED Yoga: Thursdays Feb. 7 - Mar. 28 from 5:45 to 6:45 
p.m. in the Fireside Lounge (Session 1). Cost is $10 per class 
or $60 for the entire session. Session 2: Apr. 4 – May 30. 
(There are some yoga mats available as well as chairs for 
those who don’t want to use a mat on the floor). Those who 

have not attended a class may try it once at no cost. Schol-
arships are available. If you can attend or have questions, 
contact Corrine Lambert at callingwisdom1@hotmail.com. 

WIRED Book Club: WIRED Book Discussion will meet on 
Tuesday, Feb. 19, at the home of Darla Stiles (3812 Green 
Branch Drive, West Des Moines). We will start at 6:00. Bring 
an hors d’oeuvres to share if you have time.  The book to read 
is The Girls Who Went Away by Ann Fessler. Let Darla know 
if you can attend by emailing her at darlastiles@mchsi.com or 
if you have questions contact Deb at DDonald126@aol.com.

WIRED Women’s Night Out: “My Favorite Things” Party 
Feb. 26, 6 p.m. Jacque Warming’s house (3827 128th Street 
in Urbandale). With all the products out there, we all want 
someone to tell us what the very best ones are and save us 
the trouble of buying the bad ones. Isn’t it nice to have a 
personal recommendation before purchasing something?  
It’s basically just an evening of chatting about the things that 
have made our lives easier/happier. People are given a list of 
topics ahead of time so they can have time to think about 
their favorites. Not everyone has to share for each topic and, 
depending on the amount of discussion, you might only get 
to a few topics but you are sure to end the evening with a list 
of new things you want to try out! Please bring one of your 
favorite hors d’oeuvres. Beverages provided. Please RSVP 
to Jacque (jrwarming@msn.com or text or call 240-0848) or 
to Darla (darlastiles@mchsi.com or text or call 205-0564) by 
Friday, Feb. 22.  

WIRED Luncheon: SAVE THE DATE! March 31. 

The speaker will be Anjela Shutts, the topic Access to Justice.  

Anjela Shutts, Des Moines family law attorney with Whit-
field & Eddy and St. John’s member, is the speaker for the 
WIRED Spring Lunch on March 31. She will talk with us 
about “Access to Justice” particularly as it relates to children. 
In addition to her law practice, she is the current vice-chair 
of the Iowa Supreme Court Access to Justice Commission. 
She also serves on the board of Kids First which provides 
lawyers to represent children whose parents are involved in 
custody disputes. Anjie was recently selected as one of The 
Des Moines Register’s “15 People to Watch in 2019” for her 
access to justice work. 

As Christian Involvement Coordinator, I am available to 
discuss all our small group opportunities and look forward 
to connecting and hearing your ideas!  Contact Amanda 
(alanderseach@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691).
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Do	You	Like	Sunday	Morning
Coffee	&	Donuts?
by Katie Tippins

If so, you’re not alone. We have a good social crowd on Sunday 
mornings. The coffee is hot and the donuts are delivered. 
What we need are volunteers to be present to answer ques-
tions, and make sure all goes well. The coffee is started early 
in the morning by our Sunday security person (before vol-
unteers need arrive) so it’s ready after the 8 a.m. service. We 
have a small, but dedicated, group that has been helping out 
for over two years. We are recruiting additional helpers. It 
requires being here between 8:15 – 8:30. By 9:45, the remain-
ing coffee/donuts are moved up to the Fireside Lounge for 
people to enjoy after the 10 a.m. service. No dishes to do; 
no cleaning. The more people we have on rotation, the fewer 
times people need to help. If you have questions or are inter-
ested in helping (please, please), contact Katie at 243-7691 
or email katiet@stjohnsdsm.org. Thank you!

 

CREATE YOUR TEAMS! 
with family, friends, small groups and other ministries.   

 
Great Escape – The Ultimate Experience 

655 NE 56th St. 
Pleasant Hills, IA     

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

MORE DETAILS TO COME! 
 

This event is sponsored by the St. John’s Lutheran  
Christian Involvement Team. 

 

Wacky rules for every frame! 
 

 

April 7, 2019  

1-3pm 

All Church Bowling Event! 

Thank You!
The Mitten Tree received 
168 donated items. These 
were well received at Des 
Moines Public Schools, the 
Clothes Closet and Harbor 
of Hope. If you find items 
at garage sales or knit items 
during the year these are 
always welcome on our 
tree. The Social Ministry 
Committee thank you for 
your donations.
Margaret & Fred Townsend
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The	Arts	at	St.	John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Midweek	Music	Series
Please join us each week in February as the Midweek Music 
Series presents a variety of musical entertainment. Each 
30-minute presentation begins at 12:05 pm in the Sanctu-
ary and is free and open to all. A light lunch, priced at $6 
per person, is available in Weertz Hall following the perfor-
mance. The Series will does not present music during Lent, 
which begins March 6. Three performances are scheduled 
beginning April 24. 

•  February 6 - Michael Elsbernd, organ
•  February 13 - IMTA: Iowa Music Teachers Associa-

tion Piano Audition Winners
•  February 20 - Adrienne Stratton and friends from 

the Drake String Studio
•  February 27 - Des Moines Concert Handbells
•  April 24 - Roosevelt High School Da Capo Choir
•  May 1 - Amadeus Trio (Joyce Wheeler, clarinet; 

Janean Schaefer Denhart, bassoon; Sue Odem, oboe)
•  May 8 - Cristina Deeds, French horn, and Mike Els-

bernd, Piano

Artist	of	the	Month
Artist Reception Friday 
February 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. in Weertz Hall.

Husband and wife, Christ Nevels 
and Nicole Colson-Nevels, are 
both painters who enjoy exhib-
iting together. Christ is an Iowa 
native who is inspired by other 
artists, especially African Amer-
ican artists with whom he has 
worked, and from the people he 
meets everywhere. Nicole focuses 
on mixed media and the richness 
and vibrancy of colors. She is chal-
lenged by her purpose in life and is 
compelled to use her art to glorify 
God. She incorporates her personal 
testimony, scriptures, and imag-
ery into her artwork, hoping to 
empower and encourage the viewer.

Performing	Arts	Events
Robert Ray’s Gospel Mass 
5 p.m. Worship, Saturday, February 9

The year 2019 commemorates the 40th anniversary of 
Robert Ray’s ground-breaking Gospel Mass. This mass has 
proven to be one of the best modern musical settings of the 
Mass from an African-American composer. The piece was 
written partly in response to Vatican II decisions to bring the 

Mass and its music to the people, their language, and their 
cultures. Ray believed that his music struck an ecumenical 
chord that “allowed people of all denominations or faith to 
embrace the style.” (www.chron.com/life/houston)

The Mass will be performed during the 5 p.. Saturday wor-
ship service. A chili cook-off fund-raiser, sponsored by St. 
John’s youth, will take place in Weertz Hall following the 
service. 

Choral Concert with ISU / Valley / Urbandale Choirs 
Tuesday, February 19, 7:30 p.m.

In concert are three local 
choirs that auditioned and 
were chosen to perform at the 
national conference of Ameri-
can Choral Directors Associa-
tion in Kansas City later in Feb-
ruary. They will perform their 
“send-off” concert as part of 
the St. John’s Fine Arts Series.
Plan to attend, as we celebrate 
the art of fine choral singing by 
three excellent choirs:

• Iowa State Singers from Iowa State University,  
Dr. James Rodde, conductor

• Vocalese from West Des Moines Valley High School 
Haley Gibbons, conductor

• Urbandale Singers from Urbandale High School 
Ted Brimeyer, conductor

Organ Recital with Dr. Michael Elsbernd 
Sunday, February 24, 3 p.m.

St. John’s organist Mike Elsbernd will be joined by the St. 
John’s String Scholars and the Cathedral Choir men’s ensem-
ble performing Messe Cum Jubilo by Maurice Duruflé. Mike 
will round out the program with the following additional 
pieces: by Dietrich Buxtehude, Cesar Frank's sublime Pre-
lude, Fugue & Variation, Japanese composer Shinji Inagi's 
(b.1978) programmatic work Wind of Ryuku and Josef Rhe-
inberger's grand masterwork Sonata No. 3 in G-Major (Pas-
torale). Following the recital, all are invited to a reception 
in the Fireside Lounge. 

Continued on Page 11



St. John’s Lutheran Church

 February	2019	The Eagle Call 11

Forté Handbell Quartet 
Saturday, March 9, 7 p.m.

Based in Colorado Springs, Forté 
is an advanced quartet marked by 
artistry, energy, and dedication to 
their craft. In pursuit of musical 
excellence, Forté strives to explore, 
innovate, inspire, and glorify God 
through the gift of music. They 
have been featured performers 
and faculty at Handbell Musicians 
of America events, presented sev-
eral successful tours across the 
country, and are planning several 
more tours and recording projects 
in the coming years. Video clips of 
their performances can be found 
at http://fortehandbells.org/videos/ and on their Facebook 
page: forté handbell quartet. This concert is co-sponsored 
by Friends of the Arts and Des Moines Concert Handbells.

Plans	for	Youth	Handbell	Trip	and	Mission	Trip	Underway
St. John’s youth are looking forward to a combined Youth 
Handbell Choir and Mission Trip this summer. The desti-
nation is Milwaukee, Wis., and the dates are Friday, June 
12, through Wednesday, June 26. The trip will begin with a 
focus on handbells and worship in a guest church (as yet to 
be determined), and exploring Milwaukee and surroundings. 
Participants will then turn their attention to providing assis-
tance to a local nonprofit organization. This trip is open to 
all youth entering grades 7 through 12. The trip is sponsored 
primarily by donations and fund-raisers, including the chili 
cook-off on Feb. 9, the Youth Auction on March 9, the annual 
spring plant sale, and bake sales throughout the year.

Spring	Plant	Sale
With several inches of snow on the ground as I write this, 
I realize it’s time to plan and organize the Annual Spring 
Plant sale! In addition to plants from local greenhouses, 
Mike Elsbernd plans to grow and offer for sale vegetables 
started from heirloom seeds. Mike needs help, and Maggie 
Evans and I need help. Please volunteer to assist us with this 
important fund-raiser. Funds raised will help the youth with 
their summer trips to Milwaukee and the Boundary Waters. 
This is your opportunity to get in on the ground level of 
the exciting opportunity to grow heirloom vegetables, and 
to organize the sale of plants from the greenhouse. Please 
contact me (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org) to let me know that 
you are willing to help!

LSI Updates
by the staff at Lutheran Services in Iowa

Happy	Valentine’s	Day	from	LSI!
We love because He first loved us. - 1 John 4:19

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) 
mission is about love: respond-
ing to the love of Jesus Christ 
through compassionate service. 
We give thanks for all the min-
istry partners, both individuals 
and congregations, who help share this love for Iowa chil-
dren, families, and adults!

We see this love in newly adopted children and their fam-
ilies, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for self-worth, 
in Iowans with disabilities who are growing their inde-
pendence and confidence, in new parents who are raising 
strong and healthy families, and in so many other moments 
of joy. You can help carry out our mission of hope and heal-
ing by giving a gift and showing love to the Iowa families 
we serve. For more information, please contact Deb Whit-
ford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is 
an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congrega-
tions of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We 
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, 
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Helping	Kids	Thrive		
When Kari, a little girl they knew through church, was in 
need of a foster home, Stacie and Blake decided to step up. 

The couple became licensed as foster and adoptive parents, and 
Stacie says it’s been a rewarding experience ever since. With 
LSI Foster Care and Adoption in their corner, ready to provide 
support, guidance, or even just a listening ear, Stacie and Blake 
lift up children in their community through foster care. 

After caring for Kari as foster parents, the opportunity came 
to adopt her. Now 10, Kari is an amazing big sister. The family 
has fostered and adopted a son, 3-year-old Silas, and they 
recently welcomed their biological son, 1-year-old Jett, into 
the family. 

Stacie and Blake continue to foster children in need of a safe 
and supportive home, and Stacie says they hope to adopt 
again in the future. 

“When you become a foster or adoptive parent, yes, you’re 
helping children. But at the same time, you learn about your-
self and you learn more about the world around you,” Stacie 
says. “Foster care is an experience that is indescribable and 
life-changing.”

Continued from Page 10



EAGLE CALL 
DEADLINE

The next deadline for all 
Eagle Call content is noon 
on February 18. Please 
send articles in digital 
format to Scott LaBlanc, 
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If 
you are unable to send it 
by e-mail, drop it off at the 
church office. 

Thank you!

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
 

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s pre-
pares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like 
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful min-

istry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines, 
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie at 

katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
600 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1606
515-243-7691
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