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St. John’s Youth Summer Service Trips 

Thanks to generous support from all of you, the youth of St. John’s will take two 
service trips this summer. Both trips will be through YouthWorks! (an organization 
that coordinates service trips for youth groups). They organize all of our service 
projects, lead Bible studies and worship, plan evening activities and plan our meals. 
 
Ten middle school boys will be heading to Duluth, MN, July 14-19 for a week of 
fun and service. Pastor Bob Speirs and Megan Clausen will accompany them for 
the week. We will be working in the food bank and helping at a nursing home. In 
the evenings, we will get to go to Canal Park and go roller-skating in Superior, WI. 
 
Twelve high school students will be in San Francisco, CA, from July 25-Aug. 2. Pastor 
Bob, Greg Anderson, Dave and Heidi Slinker, and Megan will be accompanying the 
students for the first part of the trip. We will sightsee and explore San Francisco from 
July 25-28, and then Greg and Megan will mentor the students during the service 
part of the trip, Aug. 28-Sept. 2. We will work at food banks, help at the Salvation 
Army, volunteer with some kids’ programs, and help with various other ministries. 
 
We are very excited to participate in these trips this summer! Please pray for safe travel and 
great experiences for all. Thanks for your continued support!
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A Word from Our Pastors
Pastor Bob Speirs

We were scheduled to leave at about 10 a.m. that Monday morning in 
August. I was busy greeting kids from our church’s day camp and their 
parents as they arrived at the parking lot, arms and hands full with their 
sleeping bags and assorted backpacks. Everyone was prepared to spend a 
week on our yearly pilgrimage out of the city, traveling into the beautiful 
surroundings of the Catskill Mountains to Camp Koinonia, a church 
camp located in upstate New York. 

I was multi-tasking – speaking with parents, receiving all the pertinent permission forms for 
the trip, packing the church vans. Suddenly, I felt a hand on my shoulder; it was Tracy, an adult 
who wanted a few words with me privately. 

As she stared at me intensely, Tracy said, “Bob, I know we’ve become friends, and I trust you. I 
want to thank you for taking my children on this trip. I’ve spoken with a few other parents, and 
I understand that all the kids will have a wonderful experience and will come back with great 
stories to tell. This, however, will be the first time my sons will be away from me for so long, 
and I’m nervous. I want you to reassure me that you will take good care of them, because you 
have my life in your hands.”

I smiled, reassured her that her sons would be fine, that I would keep my eye on them, that they 
would have a good time … and thanks for not putting any undue pressure on me and the other 
adults. This conversation with Tracy about her rascally sons occurred several times over the 
following years, as travelling to Koinonia became a regular and much anticipated part of our 
Summer Day Camp program at Trinity Lutheran Church in Brooklyn, New York. 

I was thinking about this as we left for Confirmation Camp the week of June 9-14 with six of 
our Confirmation-age youth. While not stated so explicitly as my friend was wont to do, there is 
always, understandably, a little apprehension in the hearts and minds of parents who are sending 
their children off to camp, or on other ventures such as mission trips, where the children or 
youth will be in the care and responsibility of other adults. It is a responsibility that I personally 
have always taken to heart, even before I was a parent. Now that I am a father, I feel a similar 
anxiety and helplessness when one of my children goes away without either Terri or me. I am 
very thankful that St. John’s, as a community of faith, has approved and enforces stringent 
child-care policies that enable us to protect the most vulnerable among us. These policies give 
parents that much more confidence in our youth leaders and other adults, who volunteer their 
time and resources for the benefit of our youth.

I was reminded once again of the following passage, as I reflected upon all the activities we do 
with our children and youth throughout the year:  “People were bringing even infants to him 
that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it. 
But Jesus called for them, and said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not stop them; for 
it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’” (Luke 18: 15-17)

In the time of Jesus, children were not very highly considered and, as a matter of fact, were mostly 
thought of as something to put up with – until, that is, they came of age and were able to help 
support the family, instead of being a liability. Jesus went about trying to change this attitude by 
lifting children up to a place of high importance and welcoming them as part of the Kingdom 
of God. Fortunately, this mindset of children being a necessary burden has mostly changed in 
our time, and our children are of great significance and a wonderful blessing to many of us. I 
believe our ministry to our children here at St John’s, our young people and their families, is one 
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Send uS your photoS

At a St. John’s Event or out with other members of 
St. John’s?  Captured that perfect moment?  Please 
send your photos to photos@stjohnsdsm.org.

Photos may be used in the Eagle Call, the Annual 
Report and other St. John’s publications.

of the most important works we do. I am grateful 
once again for the support we receive spiritually, 
prayerfully and financially and for the time and 
talents of our adult mentors, who work diligently 
with our programming. I am happy and privileged 
to be a part of this ministry.

Our young people who went to Lutheran Lakeside 
Confirmation Camp also are thankful for what is 
done on their behalf. I would like to share with you 
these letters expressing their gratitude:

“To all the people at St John’s, thanks for all the 
activities and food we had at Lutheran Lakeside 
Camp. I hope that I can do this again sometime. 
I had fun playing Dodge-ball, and all the other 
activities we enjoyed. I loved socializing with other 
kids and telling jokes. I hope I can come here again 
in high school.” Ben Mowitz

“Dear people of St. John’s, I really appreciate the 
support you gave me. I was really in a tight spot 
before you helped. I had a lot of fun and learned 
a lot while I was at camp. I went swimming every 
day, climbed a rock wall and learned what I might 
do with my life someday (become a Pastor). Thanks 
again.” Christopher Said

“Dear friends at St. John’s, thank you for all of your prayers. I had a really 
good time. I went swimming, sailing, climbed a rock wall and studied God.” 
Aidan Speirs

“Dear St. John’s, thank you for helping out in making this experience possible. 
I had lots of fun. I went paddle-boarding, played many games, made new 
friends, and learned new ways to talk about the Bible and got tons of church 
songs stuck in my head.” Olivia Ramaekers

“Dear Friends and family at St. John’s, thank you for your support and prayers. 
We had a great time at camp! We went sailing and swimming and learned 
lots about the Bible. We learned about applying the Bible in our day-to-day 
lives. We also learned about our spiritual gifts, sharing them with other 
people, encouraging our brothers and sisters in Christ, and inviting others 
to worship with us. It was an amazing experience.” Connor Johnson

“Dear St. John’s, I had lots of fun at camp. I climbed a 40 foot rock wall that 
has a zip line on it. I went swimming and did many other things too. Thank 
you for all the financial support and all you did for us.” Noah Matykowski

Blessings and Peace,  
Pastor Bob

Front row L to R: Olivia Ramaekers, Connor Johnson, Noah Matykowski, Aidan Speirs, 
Christopher Said; Back row L to R: Arthur Finney, Kathryn Finney, Pastor Bob Speirs

Continued from Page 2
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Prepare for Worship

Project Iowa

Sunday, July 7 
Time after Pentecost

 God is the source of our nourishment. Our Lord’s invitation to 
“take and eat … take and drink” is a repeated one. In the holy 
Eucharist, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of 
the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! 
Your name is written in heaven.

The readings are Isaiah 66:10-14, Psalm 66:1-9, Galatians 6:1-16 
and Luke 10:1-11, 16-20. 

The hymns will be ELW 576, “We All are One in Mission,” ELW 
575, “In Christ Called to Baptize,” and ELW 546, “To Be Your 
Presence.” During July we will be using ELW Setting 4, which 
is the same as the old LBW Setting 2. At 10 a.m. Sue Odem will 
play oboe during offering and communion.

Sunday, July 14 
Time after Pentecost

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and 
mind is to reflect God’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. 
That mercy found its most profound expression in the “gospel 
that has come to you” – namely the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us again today: at 
the font, at the altar and from the pulpit. It is very near to you.

The readings are Deuteronomy 30:9-14, Psalm 25:1-10, Colossians 
1:1-14 and Luke 10:25-37.

Bishop of the Southeastern Iowa Synod Michael Burk will be 
our preacher at the 10 a.m. service July 14. The hymns will be 
ELW 522, “As We Gather at Your Table,” ELW 708, “Jesu, Jesu, 
Fill Us with Your Love,” and ELW 722, “O Christ, Your Heart, 
Compassionate.” There will be a special summer choir at the 10 
a.m. service (see the notice below for an invitation to participate). 
For offering they will sing “When the Poor Ones,” arranged by 
David Cherwien and accompanied by guitar and “Show Me Thy 
Ways,” Walter Pelz, with guitar and oboe.

Sunday, July 21 
Time after Pentecost

Beginning July 21 and continuing for four weeks, we will follow 
an alternative lectionary that focuses on a Biblical understanding 
of God’s creation and our interdependence as both creatures and 
co-creators with God in the care and nurture of the earth. This 
first Sunday will be “Ocean Sunday.”

The readings will be Job 38:1-18, Psalm 104:1-9, 24-26, Ephesians 
1:3-10 and Luke 5:1-11.

The hymns will be ELW 879, “For the Beauty of the Earth,” 
ELW 739, “Touch the Earth Lightly,” and ELW 756, “Eternal 
Father, Strong to Save.” The offering music at 10 a.m. will be a 
male quartet singing “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me.”

Sunday, July 28 
Time after Pentecost

This Sunday will be observed as “Fauna Sunday” as we find 
compassion in our commonality with others of God’s living, 
breathing creatures. 

The readings are Job 39:1-8, 26-30, Psalm 104:14-23; 1 
Corinthians 1:10-23 and Luke 12:22-31.  

The hymns will be ELW 835, “All Creatures, Worship God Most 
High!” ELW 740, “God of the Sparrow,” and ELW 824, “This 
is My Father’s World.” Offering and communion music will be 
provided by Jenn and Erik Horak-Hult. 

Mentors & Tutors Needed

Project IOWA (Iowa Opportunities for Workforce Advancement) 
is seeking volunteer mentors to assist unemployed and under-
employed individuals in this program, which helps career 
seekers learn new skills and life lessons that would increase 
their chances of obtaining employment in the manufacturing 
and certified nursing assistant fields.

Mentors would serve as role models by providing support and 
reinforcing lessons of vision, initiative and perseverance during 
the first year of a member’s job placement.

Tutors also are needed for Project IOWA participants who are 
in a certified nursing assistant program.

Project IOWA is an outgrowth of AMOS (A Mid-Iowa Organizing 
Strategy). To learn more about these volunteer opportunities, 
go to the Project IOWA website at projectiowa.org (click on 
“volunteer roles”) or contact Kay Kinkel at 280-1274.

Would you like to receive an 
electronic verSion of the eagle call? 

E-mail scottl@stjohnsdsm.org and 
request the eEagle Call. Help 
us save on the cost of postage, 
use less paper, and see each 

issue in FULL COLOR.
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Confirmation Party 2013
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Mah Jongg:  Mondays, July 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 6:30 p.m., Smokey Row. 

Quilting:  Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., Room 308 at church.

Restaurant Visitation/Christian Involvement:  Tuesday, July 2, 6 p.m., Tally’s 
in Beaverdale.

Gardening:  Tuesday, July 9, 6:30 p.m., garden tour, Kevin and Carole Venhaus’ 
home.

EAGLES:  Thursday, July 11, Jasper Winery (rain date, July 18).

Bicycle St. John’s:  Sunday, July 14, bike to church for 10 a.m. service followed 
by lunch.

Young(er) Adult Group:  Watch for details.

Lunch Bunch II:  Wednesday, July 17, 12:30 p.m.

Lunch Bunch I:  Thursday, July 18, 11:30 a.m.  

WIRED Night Out:  Saturday, July 20, 9 a.m., Reiman Gardens, Ames. Meet at 
church for trip to Ames; then lunch.

Photography:  Sunday, July 21, 11 a.m., Neumann Hall at church. Bring a 
couple of photos (any subject).

St. John’s Social Club:  Saturday, July 27, Pub Crawl. Watch for details.

Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly  
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)  

or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

MORE INFORMATION

Mah Jongg classes have finished 
until fall, but several people have 
decided to continue to play and 
learn. They will play on Mondays, 
July 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, at 6:30 
p.m. at Smokey Row. (New classes 
may be held in the fall.) If you 
play Mah Jongg and are interested 
in joining the group on any 
particular Monday, e-mail Darla 
at darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org by the Friday before the play date.

Quilting continues to meet on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 308 at church. 
If interested, contact Dorothy Parry, 255-6049.

Gardening Group will meet on Tuesday, July 9, at 6:30 p.m. for a tour of the 
gardens of Kevin and Carole Venhaus, 1004 40th St. in Des Moines. Kevin 
works for Garden Gate with all kinds of plants, and he enjoys planting and 
experimenting at home as well. The couple has a large variety of perennials 
– shady perennials in the front yard, mixed types on the side following a 
path to sunny perennials in the back, where there is a raised bed with a water 
feature. All are welcome to join us.

EAGLES are planning a winery event at the 
Jasper Winery on Thursday, July 11, with a rain 
date of July 18. Everyone is encouraged to bring 
an appetizer to share and their own chairs. Karen 
VanHoever will bring plates, napkins, forks and 
spoons. They will have a vendor that sells food 
and pizza. Let Karen know if you plan to attend:  
karenandarlin@gmail.com or 282-1637.

Bicycle St. John’s will bike to church (Bik2StJ’s) on 
Sunday, July 14, for the 10 a.m. service. Meet other 
riders after the service in the courtyard to decide 
on a lunch destination. For more information 
about these rides and others, ‘like’ us on Facebook, 
facebook.com/bicyclestjohns .

Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, July 17 
at 12:30 p.m. If interested in joining this group, 
contact Janet Figg, 279-6326.

Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, July 18, at 11:30 
a.m. New members are most welcome! Anyone 
interested in joining the group should reserve a 
space by calling Margaret Roby at 288-6304.

Young(er) Adult Group plans to meet 
approximately every other week on Sundays from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m., but will work around holidays, 
etc. Watch for details or e-mail Megan Clausen at 
meganc@stjohnsdsm.org.

WIRED Night Out will get together Saturday, 
July 20, to tour the Reiman Gardens and Butterfly 
Gardens in Ames. Meet at St. John’s at 9 a.m. to 
carpool. Cost of admission is $8 ($7 ages 65 and 
up). The group will have lunch (location to be 
decided by group) in Ames before returning to Des 
Moines. RSVP to Darla at darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.
org (225-3499) or Jacque Warming at jrwarming@
msn.com (240-0848).  

Photography will meet Sunday, July 21, at 11 a.m. 
in Neumann Hall at church to share a couple of 
new summer photos.

St. John’s Social Club is doing a pub crawl on July 
27. More details to follow. Be sure to mark your 
calendars, and join us for another fun, memorable 
event.

Groups taking a break for the summer: 
Recreational Reading, Scrapbooking, Hardanger, 
Saturday Morning Bible Study, WIRED Zumba, 
Yoga.
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News from the Garden

• Pastor Bob and Aiden put up the fence to keep the critters out. Well, not 
all of them (read on).

• Team #3 (Wanda Havard, Tim and Janet Andersen, Jill Stromgren) was 
on duty immediately after planting. Janet planted peas on May 21.

• Phil Sickles bought and planted hot peppers.
• Up next:  Team #4 (Pastor Bob, Terri, Amanda and Aidan Speirs; Jean 

Rothfusz, DeAnna Axness). Jean thinned the carrots.
• Team #1 (Diana and Phil Sickles, Mary and Ed Slattery) thinned the 

beets, pulled weeds, reported the appearance of tomatoes (yay!) and that 
something was eating the beans (boo!). They solicited advice to deter 
these unwelcome pests.

• Phil purchased a cattle fence and constructed a climbing trellis for 
cucumbers and peas, with some encouragement from string. 

• Team #2 (Margaret Townsend, Kim Lamb, Jennifer Hilmes, Don Brekke) 
thinned the carrots again, transplanted some of the volunteer tomato 
plants to the empty space in the middle of the garden, and put up tomato 
cages.

So what do these team numbers mean? Team #1 is on duty the first week of 
the month, Team #2 follows on the second week. You get the idea. Diana and 
Phil Sickles, Holly and Joel Gettys (and anyone else who volunteers) care for 
the garden when there’s a fifth week in a month. They’re Team #5, of course.

The gardeners ran out of mulch on planting day in May so weren’t able to 
complete the newspaper and mulch layers between rows and plants. Because 
of frequent rains, Jean advised against tramping on wet soil, which would 
compact it. Mulching will be done when the soil is dryer.

Everyone reports that the garden looks great, and they’re pleased that, as of 
press time, they haven’t had to water the garden.  Thank God for plentiful 
rain and good garden volunteers!

St. John’s Front Desk Manager, Kim Lamb, helping out with the Faith Garden.

A statement of our financial position can now be 
obtained in the weekly bulletin or by contacting 
the church office.

NOTICE: All who give stock or other types of 
investments to St. John’s, please be advised that 
St. John’s has moved its investment portfolio from 
Ameritrade to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 
(MSSB). When gifting please use the following 
information to make transfers to MSSB: MSSB’s 
DTC number is: 0015. MSSB’s account number 
is: 316-105627-048. The name on the MSSB 
account is: St. John’s Lutheran Church. Those 
making a contribution of stocks or other equities, 
please notify the finance office at financeoffice@
stjohnsdsm.org or call 515-243-7691. New rules 
do not allow brokers to identify donors without 
prior approval from the donor.

Thank you for your generous and continued 
support of the ministries of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church.

Financials

Let’s Celebrate
Virginia Deuben is turning 100!

You are invited to Virginia Deuben’s 100th birthday 
party! A celebration will be held at St. John’s in 
Weertz Fellowship Hall on Sunday, July 28, from 
2 to 4 p.m. Virginia has been a lifelong member 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church and has a myriad 
of memories and stories! She cherishes her many 
friends made through St. John’s over the years and 
hopes you will be able to celebrate with her. If you 
cannot make it and would like to send a card, her 
address is:

 Prairie Hills Senior Living 
Virginia Deuben, Rm. 405 

5815 SE 27th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50320
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Children’s Ministries

Kisasa Day Camp

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. John’s,

Many of you know that for the past three years I have been teaching English 
as a Second Language (ESL) part-time at my neighborhood school.  In March, 
this teaching position became a full-time position. Needless to say, my life 
this spring has been full of adjustments as I have attempted to juggle my 
position as Director of Children’s Ministries at St. John’s and my position as 
an ESL teacher at Western Hills Elementary School. This spring, it became 
clear to me that I could no longer hold both positions.  This was a difficult 
realization due to the fact that I believe I am doing God’s work with my ESL 
students and with the children and families at St. John’s. However, I came to 
the realization that the church deserves someone who can give their undivided 
attention to this ministry. Therefore, I will be resigning from my position at 
St. John’s on Wednesday, July 31.

 It is important to me that you know what a privilege and joy it has been 
to work with the committed, supportive, many times funny, faithful and 
professional staff at St. John’s. I am deeply grateful to Pastor Rachel whose 
trust and leadership allowed me to take risks and grow as a leader of the kids 
of St. John’s. Her, guidance, trust and friendship have been invaluable!!! It has 
“filled my cup” to share my faith with the families and kids of this church 
community. It has been humbling to work side by side with the Sunday School 
teachers, Growing Together Ministry Team and countless other volunteer 
adults who have joyfully shared their time and talents with this ministry. I 
truly believe I have learned more from you than you from me.   

 On Thursday, Aug. 1, Alicia Karwal will become the new Director of 
Children’s Ministries at St. John’s.  Alicia has been a Sunday School teacher 
for several years at St. John’s.  She is a certified teacher who is currently 
staying home with her two young daughters. Alicia and I have had many 
conversations in the last few months, and there is no doubt in my mind that 
she will not only maintain a thriving ministry for children and families but 

will take this ministry to the next level with her 
passions, talents and enthusiasm. Although I will 
no longer be an employee of this church, Alicia 
has accepted my offer to be her mentor this first 
year.  It has been exciting for me to answer Alicia’s 
questions and discuss the details of the children’s 
ministry as we prepare for this transition. 

I encourage you to give Alicia a warm welcome 
and introduce yourselves to her, because I KNOW 
in my heart that this will be a great new day for 
St. John’s.

With a grateful heart, 
Sheryl Reed

Sheryl Reed during Sunday School at Jester Park.

Thursday and Friday, August 8 and 9, 2013, 8 am 
to 5:30 pm (early drop-offs can be arranged) plus 
10 am Sunday worship August 11, 2013

 Our first-ever Kisasa Day Camp is ready for 
campers! Our theme is “The Cosmos,” based on 
the Scripture lessons for Sunday, August 11. Drama 
classes will be led by Kent and Megan Hartwig, 
Carol Dittmer and helpers will guide our cooking 
sessions. Other classes include vocal music, 
handbells, and visual art, and time is scheduled 
for snacks and recreation. In the afternoon, we will 
travel to the Speirs’ and work in the Faith Garden, 
and finish up the day with swimming or outdoor 
games.

All students entering grades 3 through 6 this fall 
are invited to attend a two-day day camp here at 
St. John’s. The Kisasa musicians have helped set 
the curriculum and it will include ringing, singing, 
painting and other visual arts, cooking, hanging 
out, playing games, and more. 

Registration forms are available in the church 
office, on the website (stjohnsdsm.org/finearts/, 
or by contacting Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@
stjohnsdsm.org). The cost is $35 per camper (with 
a maximum of $50 per family) plus one snack item 
to share. Scholarships are available.

Volunteer positions for all, grades 7 through 
adult, are available. Assistants can set their own 
schedules and work both days, just mornings, 
just afternoons, or just one day. Volunteers are 
asked to attend an orientation training session 
(time and date to be determined).
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From Our Council President
News from Iowa Synod Assembly

On May 31 and June 1, the 2013 Southeastern Iowa 
Synod Assembly was held at Hope Lutheran Church 
in West Des Moines. Attending from St. John’s were 
Pastor Bob Speirs, Wanda Havard, Kirsten LaBlanc, 
Bob Rod, Bob Miller and me. Of the 450 people who 
attended, 30 percent were pastors and 70 percent were 
lay people. The assembly is held to conduct annual 
business of the synod, spend time in worship and 

provide valuable information on all the activities supported by the synod.  

This year’s theme was When Hungry Hearts Find Bread. Bishop Burke did a 
wonderful job of relating this message to his mother’s wonderful homemade 
pies, which brought temporary satisfaction to God’s gift of really being fed 
with the bread of life through Jesus Christ. This theme will be emphasized 
throughout the year to promote hunger relief, bringing the good news to 
God’s people and reaching out to bring new people to faith.

The business of the synod included passing an annual budget. The 2013 annual 
budget is $2,615,000 (the same as 2012).  Income had been declining, so this 
report was viewed as good news to support the larger mission of the church. 
The synod gives $1,399,000 of the annual budget to the national Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) to support national and world relief 
as well as other programs.

During the meeting, we heard reports from several agencies and activities 
supported by the synod, including Lutheran Services, Mosaic, the national 
ELCA, the malaria campaign, Pare Diocese (Tanzania), our theological 
seminaries, hunger relief and more. It really does make you feel good to know 
our benevolence support is doing so much good in our state and beyond.

Finally, we elected people to the synod council, discussed and passed a few 
resolutions and updated the minimum salary guidelines for clergy. It was a 
very informative meeting. The meeting is held each spring, and we are allowed 
to send five delegates. I would encourage you to volunteer in the future.

St. John’s Scholarship to Megan

Megan Clausen will be leaving us this fall to attend Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago. We are sorry to lose her, but excited to have her going 
into the ministry. Megan has been fortunate to earn a full-tuition scholarship 
from the seminary, however, that is only about half the cost since she must 
pay for housing, food, insurance, books and more.

Your congregational council has voted to support part of her studies with a 
$2,500 per year scholarship (up to $10,000 for four years) from the Logan/
Samuelson/Beil Scholarship Fund. We also would like to invite everyone else 
to support her education plans. You can make a four-year pledge or a one-time 
gift. Either will be greatly appreciated. A form will be available in the weekly 
bulletin that you can use to show your intentions. The money will be needed 
in August to send to the theology school by the beginning of September.

Kris Gregersen, 2013 Council President

Women of the ELCA

Notes from General 
Meeting 

The Women of the ELCA met 
for their general meeting on 
June 6 at Scottish Rite Park for 
a luncheon and wonderful program 
on humor and wellness. 

They also elected officers for 2013-14.

• President and Membership:  Mitziemarie 
McCloskey 

• Vice-President:  Kathy Kroll
• Secretary:  Margaret Townsend
• Treasurer:  Nancy Budrevich
• Mission in Action:  Barbara John
• Historian and Communications:  Evelyn Cole

August-September Outreach Project

Circle groups do not meet in July and August, 
but remember to buy school supplies for the 
August and September outreach project. The bins 
are available for our regular collections of tooth 
paste and brushes, eye glasses, cell phones, new 
underwear (adult and children’s), toiletries and 
magazines.

Circle Meetings Begin Sept. 5

Our new year starts in September. Please join us 
Sept. 5 at one of our circle meetings. If you wish 
more information, give Mitziemarie McCloskey a 
phone call at 277-1200.
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Arts Ministries

Global Mission

Mid-Summer 
Choir Opportunity

Would you enjoy singing 
with a group, reconnecting 
with friends, or trying 
something new? On Sunday, July 
14, a Summer Choir will sing for the 10 a.m. service. 
All are welcome – regular choir members, those for 
whom that commitment does not regularly work, 
intergenerational families, friends and relatives 
from out of town, children home from college, 
members who teach Sunday School during the 
fall, winter and spring, and those who feel called 
by the Spirit to offer praise to God in song. 

There will be two choral selections:  “When the 
Poor Ones,” arranged by David Cherwien with 
guitar accompaniment, and “Show Me Thy Ways,” 
a setting of verses from Psalm 25 by Walter Pelz 
with guitar and oboe. To give time for people to 
feel secure with singing two pieces, we will have 
practices on two successive Sundays, July 7 and 
July 14, at 9:15 a.m. in the Chapel. Have fun while 
helping your fellow members worship more deeply 
with music.

Artist of the Month is 
Photographer Diane Rosene 

Diane Rosene, our July artist of the month, is 
an accomplished photographer. She is a native 
Iowan and loves the beauty in people and 
places. Photography has been her passion and 
hobby since she was a teenager. Loved ones have 
encouraged her to follow this passion and share her 
work. Her goal is to help others enjoy, appreciate 
and value the beauty around us. Like poetry, her 
photography tells a story.

She began in her backyard, photographing birds, 
butterflies, flowers and wildlife.  Next, Diane 
captured the state of Iowa’s rich farmland. Then her 
photography interests stretched to the corners of 
the United States and continents beyond. She owns 
a Nikon D300 and D80 SLR with interchangeable 
lenses and filters and a Nikon 35mm film camera. 
She took photography courses at the Des Moines 
Art Center with wedding photographer Paul 
McPherson and with nature photographer Ty 
Smedes. She has also taken classes at Des Moines 
Area Community College.  

Her work has been published in the 
Des Moines Register, and she has 
exhibited at Art in the Barn, Des 
Moines Diversity Chorus Earth Day 
Celebration and several invitational 
art exhibits. Most recently, she has 
photographed families, graduation 
events, new births, children, pets, 
celebrations and other special 
requests.

Diane’s full-time employment is 
educating primary-aged children in 
the Johnston School District. Her goal 
is to help students with their academic 
needs and their personal lives, so they 
can become people of good character. 
“Children are our future,” she says, 
“and each of us can make a difference 
in the lives of others.” 

For more information about Diane’s 
photography, you may contact her at 681-1239 or email her at diane.rosene@
gmail.com.

Help Us Create Baby Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief 

This summer the St. John’s Global Mission Ministry Team is collecting items 
for Baby Care Kits that will be distributed throughout the world by Lutheran 
World Relief. You can help by donating one or all of the items listed below. 
Items received will be assembled into kits in September.

Guidelines:  Include only new or clean gently used items with no stains or 
tears. Do not include items with religious symbols, messages, U.S. flags, 
patriotic or military symbols or camouflage patterns. 

Needed for each kit are:

• Two lightweight cotton t-shirts, sizes 6-24 months.
• Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers without feet.
• Two receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel or crocheted 

or knitted with lightweight yarn, up to 52 square inches. 
• Four cloth diapers, flat-fold preferred.
• One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood or include a baby cap.
• Two pairs of socks.
• One hand towel, dark color recommended. 
• Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of gentle soap in original wrapping.
• Two diaper pins or large safety pins. 

Please place items in marked boxes in the reception area or narthex. 
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Hospitality & Outreach

Photo of the Month

“There is No Harm in  Repeating a Good Thing”

Plato said that, and I hope it is applicable in this 
case. 

In days before cable and satellite television, summer 
was known as a time for reruns. (And, in my opinion, reruns of older shows 
were better than the stuff that passes for entertainment these days – but that’s 
another soapbox for another time.)

I could attempt to spin my thoughts this month into something that I hope 
would be worthwhile to you. But, to be perfectly honest, I got nothin’! 

Friends, my brain is fried.

So following in the tradition of summer reruns, I hope that you will humor 
(and forgive) me and accept this recycled article from three years ago …

Bridging the Gap

Devotions are always part of our staff meetings. Recently, we were fortunate 
to hear part of an article written by a Luther Seminary professor. One of the 
thoughts shared was a commentary of what is called the “Tragic Gap.” 

Simply stated, the author shared that no matter how much we try, there is a 
gap between the way the world operates and the way it should operate. And, 
by saying “world,” I mean us humans. 

I don’t know about you, but every day I plan to 
live better than the day before. My thoughts are 
geared that way during morning devotions and 
always – always! – when reviewing my day during 
evening prayer time. I intend to be kinder, more 
generous with time and money, reach out more 
to people in need. Whether it’s simply a listening 
ear to someone who needs it, donating to worthy 
causes or offering my hands on a project – the 
intent is good; the result usually leaves something 
to be desired.

I know that true fulfillment only comes through 
our relationship with God. But by being the humans 
we are, there will always be a missing element until 
we are joined with Him in everlasting peace. In 
the meantime, I believe we have a responsibility. 
God did put us here for a reason. And, I believe 
that reason is to spread the gospel – the good news 
– to others. 

I continue to be amazed at the number of 
opportunities available through St. John’s to 
provide community and congregational outreach. 
It is pretty much assured that if you have an interest 
in ministering to others, we have the venue. And, 
please, don’t be misled by the word “ministry.” 
That doesn’t mean a degree or formalized training 
when used in this setting. It simply means a willing 
heart and willing hand to be the face of Christ to 
someone who needs it. 

If I am the only one out there who has a “gap” in 
my life, hallelujah! But, if in your heart and mind, 
you see some room for improvement, think about 
bridging your gap. We have ways to help you do 
just that.

Now, back to present day 2013 …

I wish I could say I’ve conquered my gap in the 
past three years, but then I’d be lying (definitely 
not a good quality when trying to advance my 
development)! I still struggle, and maybe you do 
too, if we’re honest and observant. I don’t know 
any person who has achieved the perfect giving 
heart. But in the struggle, we get stronger, better 
and realize that God walks with us every step of 
the way. If you decide you want to bridge your 
gap, take a look at our opportunities for service, 
spiritual and social outlets here at St. John’s. I know 
people, and I can get you connected! 

Call me (243-7691).

Katie Tippins,  Hospitality & Outreach CoordinatorMembers of the St. John’s community marching in the June 2013 Pride Parade
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Beloved Community: Summer Edition

July 7, 8, 9 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm Greenwood Park Shelter House

WATER: “Your waters are below us, around us, above us, in 
us, and through us!”

Please join us and bring friends and neighbors of all ages for 
this new take on Vacation Bible School. 

If you would like more info please contact Megan Clausen, 
243.7691. Please sign up on the board in the Fireside Lounge if 

you plan to attend so we can plan for materials!

July 2013
Volume 45, No. 07

The deadline for all 
Eagle Call information 
is Monday, July 15. 
Please send information 
or articles in digital 
format to Scott LaBlanc, 
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. 
If you cannot send it by 
e-mail, drop it off at the 
church office. 
Thank you!
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