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St. John’s Youth 
(Fundraisers) Matter

by Beth Ann Edwards

My son Craig and his wife Natasha, both 38 years old, had their first child a few months ago. 
They have embraced this late-in-the-game parenthood with a passion, and I am overwhelmed 
with love for the three of them when I watch them interact. I witness a similar devotion and 
love for our St. John’s children on a weekly basis. 

When children are baptized, we promise to raise them up and support them in their journey 
as Christians and as part of the St. John’s community. Like nuclear families, we understand 
the need to be consistent and faithful in our interactions throughout their growing-up 
years and in the examples we set for the children and youth. Sunday School teachers and 
Wednesday evening volunteers are saints and not all are called to work directly with chil-
dren. However, we are all called to be the best models we can for how to live our lives and 
show children what is possible. 

St. John’s has set the gold standard for supporting our children and youth. Beyond serving 
as Sunday School teachers and mentors, we are all called to show children how to live and 
love with faithfulness, honesty and integrity. This community fully participates in fundrais-
ers, attends concerts and youth-sponsored events, and provides scholarships for those who 
need assistance. Parents come to me and ask if they can chaperone trips. We are actively 
involved in their lives. Children and youth are welcome participants at St. John’s and are 
consistently greeted with smiles, hellos and conversations on Sundays and Wednesdays.

I have worked with children and youth for over 20 years, and I have witnessed personal 
growth and awareness of self and others because of participation in church activities, both 
on a weekly basis and on summer trips. Without the assistance of church members who give 
of time and money, these opportunities would not be possible. I cannot think of a better 
investment in the future of our church, community and world. One hundred percent of your 
donation goes directly to youth programs. We are grateful for your generosity and, more 
importantly, for the statement you make when you donate or purchase at youth fundraisers 
and through spontaneous general giving.  Find about the events our youth are participating 
in throughout this issue.
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A Word From Our Pastor
by Pastor Robert Speirs 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability.  (Acts 2:1-4)

On June 9 we celebrate once again, the Day of Pente-
cost, which most mainline Christians commemorate 
as the birth of the church universal. We will hear the 
story from John 14, a part of Jesus’ farewell address to 
his disciples when he promises them he will not leave 

them orphaned. He says the Father will send an “advocate,” who will teach and 
lead his followers in God’s mission and will remind them of all Jesus has told them.

In Acts 2, we hear again the account of the fulfillment of Christ Jesus’ promise 
of the advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will strengthen the faith and the witness of 
Jesus’ apostles as they are “sent out” to continue the work of the Gospel, which 
began with their teacher and Lord. The images depicted in this story from Acts 
2 – of wind and tongues of fire that filled the house where the disciples gathered 
on that Day of Pentecost – calls to mind the creation story of Genesis 1:2, where 
the wind of God swept over the face of the waters and the holy work of God began. 
It’s fascinating that in Hebrew the word for “wind of God” is ruach, pronounced 
ru-aaach, and can also be translated as the spirit or breath of God. In just saying 
the word it’s hard not to use a strong sound or breath to pronounce it properly. 
The same is true for the Greek translation, pneuma, which shares the same mean-
ings. We see that word ruach pop up again in Genesis 2:7, where God gives life to 
Adam, by “breathing” into his nostrils (which I think is God also giving the first 
CPR lesson to his people).

When the “divided tongues of fire” rest on each of the disciples, we recall the 
prophecy of John the Baptist, who in Luke 3:16 and Matthew 3:11, told the crowd 
that he was calling people to repentance and to be baptized: “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” The fact 
that the Holy Spirit rests on each of the disciples in the form of “tongues” of fire, 
and not fire alone, tells us the apostles were to use their tongues, their mouths 
and their voices to teach and preach, to declare the good news of hope, forgiveness 
and salvation in Jesus Christ for the world to hear and embrace in faith. 

The image of fire goes back to the stories of the Old Testament in which fire is a 
symbol of God and God’s presence with his people. In Genesis 15:17, God comes 
to Abram in a vision of a smoking firepot and a flaming torch; it was a passage in 
which God made a covenant with Abram to give Abram’s ancestors land in which 
they would settle and establish for generations. In Exodus 3, the presence of the 
divine appears to Moses in a burning bush where he will receive his call to lead 
God’s people from slavery in Egypt and into freedom to be God’s people. Later, 
in Exodus 19, God again appears to Moses and the Israelites on Mount Sinai, in 
fire and thunder, and then give Moses the Law, the 10 Commandments, to bring 
to the people the covenant between God and the Israelites and give the Israelites 
an identity and purpose.

Pentecost offers to us once again a great opportunity to gather in worship, to 
celebrate and give thanks for God’s promise kept, to be assured that we are never 
alone in our call and ministry to share the good news. Pentecost is a time to 
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remember that we have been blessed and sealed with the 
power of the Holy Spirit in our baptisms, marked with the 
cross of Christ forever and given a purpose: to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ in faith to all people – in our words 
and our good works – for the sake of our neighbors and for 
the glory of God. 

Please join us for a great day of worship, to offer our grat-
itude and praise for the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives and for the mission of the Gospel we share.

Peace be with you!

In the City (and World) for Good!
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

We can end hunger.  All we have to do is want to do it. 
The Rev. David Beckmann, Bread for the World

I heard the quote above in a video greeting featuring David 
Beckmann, from Bread for the World, extended to the SE 
Iowa Synod Assembly in May.  He is correct.  If our will was 
set on ending hunger in our city and state and world, it would 
happen.  But it cannot happen without advocacy, i.e. speak-
ing to those in public office about the right of every person 
to have enough to eat.  Bread for the World has a marvelous 
website.  Go to www.bread.org to learn how to be an effective 
advocate for the hungry.

Speaking of food…Thanks for faithfully showing up to feed 
people at Central Iowa Shelter & Services on the 18th & 19th 
of every month. (In June, those are Tuesday & Wednesday 
evenings.)  It is often challenging to secure enough food and 
volunteers during the summer months, so please be espe-
cially mindful of this commitment we have made and kept 
for approx. 20 years. 

Scholarship fund needs replenishing…Financial con-
tributions to the Johanna Scholarship for women students 
at Usangi Leadership and Training College in Tanzania are 
urgently needed.  The scholarship provides for a two year 

certificate program in parish work and/or evangelism for 
women who would otherwise have no opportunity to pursue 
their call to serve the church.  St. John’s has supported over 
15 women since the fund was established.  To continue pro-
viding for two students per year, we need to raise $1,500 this 
summer.  Please mark your check or on-line contribution 
“Johanna Scholarship” and send it soon!

We have 2 commitments to Habitat for Humanity this 
summer…We will provide a dozen volunteers on two dates 
this summer at a Habitat “build” in the Mondamin Presiden-
tial Neighborhood.  Those dates are June 25 and August 20.  
(Weather cooperating, the June date will be outdoor work, 
the August date will be indoor work.)  See the announcement 
and directions for volunteering elsewhere in this Eagle Call.

Do you remember our Lenten season goal of provid-
ing 150 Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief?  
We received enough donations to make well over 200 kits!  
Thank you!  Watch for an invitation to continue assembling 
these kits over the summer months.  They will be shipped, 
along with quilts and school kits, in the fall.

Thank you!!

Current Johanna Scholarship students – Salome and Penina – with St. John’s 
travelers Greg Anderson, Sarah Thorn, Pastor Mithelman and Kim Weis, October 
2018.

JUNE 2019

Healthy Cereal Couscous

DONATION
MONTHof the

whole grain, less than 10g sugar per serving Mediterranean/pearl

Culturally  
Appropriate Food

Pastor Mithelman was honored to give the Invocation at a Mosaic International 
fundraising luncheon on Tuesday. She’s pictured with The Rev. Dr. Bishop Fredrick 
Shoo of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, guest speaker at the lun-
cheon. St. John’s members visit Mosaic International’s work in Moshi, TZ when 
on companion parish trips. The work being done with children and young adults 
with intellectual disabilities is outstanding!

Continued from Page 2
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Prepare for Worship
By Michael Elsbernd

June 2 – Seventh Sunday of Easter
Readings:  Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 
16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26

God’s love for us is reflected in Jesus’ high priestly prayer. In 
this prayer, Jesus reveals God’s desire that all people know 
and reflect this love. In the reading from Acts, we hear the 
story of the imprisonment of Paul and Silas for healing a 
slave girl. Paul and Silas share the gospel with the jailer and 
his family. In the text from Revelation, we hear the ascended 
Christ promise to return again. 

Hymns:  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (392); “One Bread, One 
Body” (496); “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” (547)

Cathedral Choir:  “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise,” by 
Carl Schalk

June 9 – Day of Pentecost
Readings:  Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-
17; John 14:8-17 [25-27]

The Spirit of God comes to us through fire, wind and the gift 
of languages – all signs of Jesus’ promise fulfilled. As bap-
tized Christians, we have become children of God and joint 
heirs with Christ. Like the disciples, we struggle to know 
Jesus’ nature and identity. However, we receive the prom-
ise of God’s Holy Spirit – the Advocate – who comforts and 
enlightens us as we join God’s mission.

Hymns:  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (865); “Like 
the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” (403); “God of Tempest, 
God of Whirlwind” (400)  

Cathedral Choir:  “Sing to the Lord a Marvelous Song,” by 
Eugene Butler

June 16 – The Holy Trinity
Readings:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; 
John 16:12-15

The glory of God is revealed as the majestic One-in-Three: 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The reading from 
Proverbs depicts Woman Wisdom as God’s first creation 
and also God’s helper. In the New Testament reading from 
Romans, Paul describes the life of faith with reference to the 
three-person nature of God. Our hope is grounded in God’s 
love which is made known to us through Christ’s Holy Spirit. 

Hymns:  “Come, All You People” (819); “Come, Join the 
Dance of Trinity” (412); “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty!” (413)

June 23 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 12
Readings:  Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalm 22:19-28; Galatians 3:23-
29; Luke 8:26-39

The appointed readings for today describe the nature of sin 
in startling ways. Upon entering the country of the Ger-
asenes, Jesus and his disciples encounter a man possessed 
by demons. After Jesus heals the man, he sends him away, 
saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has 
done for you.” (Luke 8:26-39) In the reading from Galatians, 
Paul reminds us of the unity we share in Christ through 
faith.  

Hymns:  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (843); 
“Shine on Me/I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” (reprinted 
from This Far by Faith); “On Our Way Rejoicing” (537)

June 30 – Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 13
Readings:  1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 
5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62

We are invited by Jesus into a life of freedom through disci-
pleship. Throughout the readings for today, we hear about 
the freedom that comes following God’s call. In the reading 
from Galatians, Paul reminds us that the freedom given to 
us by Jesus does not mean that we can do whatever we want. 
Paul encourages us to “live by the Spirit,” whose fruits are 
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:16, 22)

Hymns:  “Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song” (808); “Will 
You Let Me be Your Servant?” (659); “Now Thank We All 
Our God” (840)

Dear St. John's

Thank you for your gift of $10,000 to ELCA World Hunger.

"Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, if from 
above" (James 1:17a)

Your generous gift is enabling transformative works of 
love here in the United States and in 60 countries around 
the world, providing what is needed to end hunger and 
poverty: access to clean water, health care, agriculture, live-
stock, education, and peace and justice. Together, we are 
creatively and courageously working toward a just world 
where all are fed.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of our neigh-
bors around the world. We are so grateful for your trans-
formative gifts.

in Christ,

The Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger & Distaster Appeal
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Small Groups
By Amanda Landers-Each

Mah Jongg:  Mah Jongg will be played Mondays, June 3, 10, 
17, 24.  Play begins in Neumann Hall at 6 p.m. every Monday. 

Quilting:  All are welcome on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 308.

Celebrating Katy: Tuesday, July 9th, Fox Brewing and 
Thursday, August 8th the Iowa State Fair!  For questions 
contact Rod Snavely at celebratingkaty@gmail.com or 515-
494-3178. It’s okay to text. (All events at 7:00pm)

Lunch Bunch II:  Wednesday, June 19th at 12:30 p.m. 
(Lunch Bunch II meets the third Wednesday of each month.) 
If you are interested in this group or require additional infor-
mation please contact Anne Moeller (akase1957@msn.com or 
515-277-7339).  All are welcome!

Lunch Bunch I:  Thursday, June 20th at 11:30 a.m.  Lunch 
Bunch meets the third Thursday of each month.  The coordi-
nators are June-Blanca Hanson; July-Barb Hyler.  If you have 
questions regarding this group please contact Mary Liechty 
(hoganmary2@msn.com).  All are welcome.

EAGLES:  Friday, June 21st, 10:30 a.m.  The group will meet 
at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, 9981 Pacific St., Prai-
rie City, IA.  Take Highway 163 to Prairie City exit.  Follow 
sign to Visitor Center.  An hour in the Visitor Center, then 
time to walk trails and finally the auto tour of the Refuge.   
Lunch option is Goldie's Ice Cream Shoppe at 304 W. 2nd 
Street in Prairie City.  For more information regarding this 
event contact Linda Rieck at 1catzorama@gmail.com.  

Scrapbooking/Card Making:  Saturday, June, 22nd, 
10-2, Room 8.  All are welcome to join a fun working group 
for whatever time they like on twhe 4th Saturday of the 
month.  Bring your project, supplies, and ideas to share with 
the group.  Contact Delaine Marker with any questions at 
gramsmkr@hotmail.com or 515-238-0094.

Photography: The next meeting will be held Sunday, June 
16th at which time we will hold the photo lottery drawing for 
the group.  Check your bulletins for additional details.  For 
questions, contact Paul Meyer at paulmeyer1954@gmail.com.    

As Christian Involvement Coordinator, I am available to 
discuss all our small group opportunities and look forward 
to connecting and hearing your ideas!  Contact Amanda 
(alanderseach@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691).

Every person connected to St. 
John's has a unique perspective 
and experience. As you find 
yourself at St. John's events 
or when you're with other 
members of St. John's consider 
sharing your perspective and 
your experience. Take a picture, 
capture the moment and send the 
image to photos@stjohnsdsm.org.  

Postcards of Hope
provided by Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service (LIRS)

A encouraging message can go a long way in lifting the spirits 
of migrants when they are released from detention, as they 
begin the long fight in the immigration court system. you 
can send that message on a postcard. These postcards are 
sent to post-release facilities where caring staff hand them 
to people in transit.

A few things to keep in mind when writing your postcard:

• The migrant journey is traumatic
• Seeking asylum is a legal process, but it is also a long 

process with much uncertainty
• It is possible that the person receiving your postcard 

will end up being deported
• If possible, include messages in Spanish (but English 

messages are still welcome)

Postcards should be placed in an envelope and mailed to:

LIRS 
Detention Visitation Program 
700 Light St. 
Baltimore, MD 21230

Text for the postcard could be:

Querido/a amigo/a,

Me llamo ________________ y soy de _____________. 
Me alegra mucho que ha sido liberado/a de la detenciÓn. 
Lamento mucho que tuvo que pasar tiempo en un lugar 
tan inhumano. Espero que Dios le rinda muchas bendi-
ciones y paz, y que tenga mucho éxito en su futuro.

En solidaridad,

Dear friend,

My name is _______________ and I am from __________. 
I am very glad to hear that you have been freed from 
detention. I am sorry that you had to spend time in 
such an inhumane place. I hope that God delivers you 
many blessings and peace, and that you find success in 
your future.

In solidarity,

Editors note:

A few weeks ago Pastor Rachel talked about in one of her 
sermons the struggles on our southwest boarder and the 
challenges faced by migrants who are seeking asylym here 
in the Unitied States. In this issue of the Eagle Call you will 
find two articles (one below and the other on page 8) that 
talk about projects implimented by Lutheran Immigration 
& Refugee Service (LIRS). 
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Volunteering at St. John's
by Katie Tippins

A month ago we visited the topic of our congregational vol-
unteers, an integral part of our church family. Below are 
comments from a pair who joined St. John’s a couple of years 
ago. They share their outlook on volunteering and what it 
means to them.

Heidi Pollmann

I was invited to join the 
WIRED (Women Inter-
ested in Renewal, Educa-
tion and Development) 
planning committee soon 
after my husband, Mike, 
and I joined St. John's. I 
really wasn't familiar with 
WIRED and had never 
attended a WIRED event 
but it seemed like a good opportunity to get involved. The 
other committee members immediately made me feel wel-
come. In addition to meeting a diverse group of incredible 
women, I've learned more about St. John's, its history and 
other organizations who serve our community (and how to 
bowl in S-L-O-W M-O-T-I-O-N). I appreciate that WIRED 
offers a variety of events throughout the year – educational 
programs, book discussions, yoga, cooking classes and more, 
each held on different days and times. I'd encourage everyone 
to get more involved at St. John’s by attending an event or 
volunteering for a committee. 

Mike Pollmann

I have been a member of several different churches over 
the years: St. Andrews Lutheran in Ames, where I grew up; 

Ascension Lutheran in Paradise Valley, where I was married; 
and Immanuel Lutheran in Kansas City, where Heidi and I 
lived for 13 years. All of these congregations had a strong 
group of volunteers that exemplified what church is all about, 
helping others and creating a safe and welcoming place for 
people to come and pray and worship. I’ve enjoyed all these 
churches, but it wasn’t until we started coming to St. John’s 
that I decided to get involved. I think it was because I always 
had trouble figuring out what I could do to help, but I knew 
that anything would be appreciated. I decided that getting 
involved with the Christian Involvement Team would be the 
best place for me to start. I learned that Christian Involve-
ment organizes events for the congregation outside of regu-
lar church activities, such as picnics, social gatherings, maybe 
even bowling! I enjoy cooking for people and bringing them 
together to enjoy each other’s company, and the events we 
coordinate in Christian Involvement bring people together. 
I hope members enjoy these events. I feel my experience 
with this wonderful group will encourage me to get involved 
more (possibly attending the Beloved Community dinners 
on Wednesday evenings)!

“Great things are brought about and burdens lightened through 
the efforts of many hands anxiously engaged in a good cause.”

We invite and encourage you to consider areas in which you’d 
like to be involved , whether that be planning social events, 
assisting with youth and children’s ministries, helping with 
church events, providing hospitality at concerts, facilitating 
worship, volunteering in the office or joining in other oppor-
tunities. It’s a great way to connect within a church this large. 
Long-term friendships are often formed over shared activ-
ities. If you are interested in exploring possibilities, please 
contact Hospitality and Outreach Coordinator Katie Tippins 
(515-243-7691 or katiet@stjohnsdsm.org).

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, June 30th, 5:00 pm:  Potluck, picnic and games!   
Location:  Raccoon River Park on Grand Ave. (shelter B and C) in WDM.  The Christian Involvement Team 
will provide pulled pork sandwiches, beverages and table service.  We need a count to have enough food.   

Please go to the St. John’s website (www.stjohnsdsm.org) to Event Registration.  There is no charge, but 
goodwill donations are appreciated.  Please bring a side dish to share.  Games are being planned.  Bring a lawn 
chair if you would like to watch the games and visit outside the picnic table area.   

Come One, Come All to the All Congregational Picnic! 
 

Come One, Come All to the All Congregational Picnic!
Sunday, June 30th, 5:00 pm: Potluck, picnic and games!

Location: Raccoon River Park on Grand Ave. (shelter B and C) in WDM. The 
Christian Involvement Team will provide pulled pork sandwiches, beverages 
and table service. We need a count to have enough food.

Please go to the St. John’s website (www.stjohnsdsm.org) to Event Reg-
istration. There is no charge, but goodwill donations are appreciated. Please 
bring a side dish to share. Games are being planned. Bring a lawn chair if 
you would like to watch the games and visit outside the picnic table area.
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Hospitality & Outreach
by Katie Tippins

Feeling Alone or Lonely?
We are constantly surrounded by people and a barrage of 
news, sounds, opinions and questions. Studies, however, 
are proving that as individuals we feel more isolated than 
ever. Contact with our “devices” is occupying our time to the 
detriment of personal contacts. So it isn’t surprising that 
more people feel alone or lonely.

There is a difference between the two. Alone is to have 
no one present or to be on your own. Lonely is to be sad 
because one doesn’t have friends or company. It’s pervasive 
and invades our mind and heart. Even if you’re with people, 
you feel lonely. Loneliness includes anxiety about a lack of 
connection or communication with others, both in the pres-
ent and looking into the future. Loneliness also has been 
described as social pain. We are built with an instinct that 
leads us to connect with others, so the inability to do so can 
cause depression and anxiety. And in this day and age, that 
isn’t surprising.

Many of us have experienced this at one time or another; 
in fact, I don’t know of anyone who hasn’t. What I finally 
came to realize – sometimes I’m a slow learner – is we, as 
people of faith and children of God, need never feel alone 
nor lonely. We are never alone. We are held in God’s hands 
and surrounded by the protection and love of the Holy Spirit. 
Many times we don’t recognize God’s presence during low 
periods in our lives. We need to become more aware.

How many times when in need of comfort or guidance did 
you receive solace from an unexpected source? Have you ever 
responded to someone in need and surprised yourself at your 
response, and then wondered from where that inspiration 
came? 

We are constantly reminded that we are not alone. God never 
leaves us stranded. We simply need to fine-tune our spiritual 
antennae and be open to God’s presence. 

If God left us to our own inclinations and baser instincts, 
why would we be told so often in scripture to rely on 
God’s presence?

Here are just a few reminders from both the Old and New 
Testaments: 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 
them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave 
you nor forsake you. (Deuteronomy 31:6)

For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, 
because the LORD was pleased to make you his own. (1 Samuel 
12:22)

For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but 
‘My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant 
of peace be removed,’ says the Lord. (Isaiah 54:10)

I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that 
will abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth … I will not leave 
you orphans; I will come to you. (John 14:16–18)

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to man-
kind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide 
a way out so that you can endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any power 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. (Romans 38-39)

There is no denying that loneliness is one of the ultimate 
problems of our society. But when you are with Christ, you 
have Jesus as your companion. Be aware, be thankful and 
pay it forward.

As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available to 
discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities and connect-
ing you with like-minded people who have shared interests – 
whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. Contact Katie 
(katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691).

Youth Ministry
By Maggie Evans

June Calendar
Sunday, June 2:  8th Grade summer confirmation class #1.

Wednesday, June 5:  End-of-year celebration at Pastor Bob’s 
home (weather permitting), 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

Sunday, June 9 to Friday, June 14:  Lutheran Lakeside Con-
firmation Camp.

Sunday, June 16:  Youth Bake Sale, before and after 10 a.m. 
worship.

Friday, June 21 to Wednesday, June 26:  Youth Bell and 
Service Trip.

Photo from this years youth plant sale
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Material from Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service (LIRS)

Providing a Safe Haven
A humanitarian crisis is unfolding on the southwest border 
as thousands of traumatized, asylum-seeking families are 
being released from detention, abandoned on the streets. As 
many as 700 families per day - many with young children or 
infants - are being released by ICE agents outdoors, in unfa-
miliar cities, with nothing but the clothes on their backs and 
at random hours, sometimes in the dead of night. Unable to 
speak English they desperately need shelter, food, medical 
care, and transportation. 

What are the families and why is there a "humanitar-
ian crisis"?
Many migrant children and families who come to our borders 
are often fleeing Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala, as 
these countries in Central America have become riddled by 
drug trafficking, gang violence, and extortion while their 
government institutions have failed. Under U.S. federal law, 
these families have the right to seek asylum and to be inter-
viewed about their fear of persecution. If they demonstrate 
a credible fear, they are released to continue their asylum 
case while living in the United States.

Having survived trauma before and during their migra-
tion journeys to the U.S., these families are faced with an 
inhumane apprehension and detention system once they 
cross the border. Now a humanitarian crisis is unfolding as 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has released 
more than 14,500 individuals - mothers, fathers, and chil-
dren - since late December 2018 on the streets of unfamiliar 
cities. These families, who have already endured so much, 
are released with nothing but the clothes on their backs - no 
food, water, a place to stay for the night, and no assistance 
with onward travel. 

"These are human beings, with the legal right to be 
released from detention. Their release is not the crisis. 
The crisis is the complete lack of support they receive 
afterwards" - Sarah Eary, Community Integration 
Manager, Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest

How is LIRS helping?
In response to this crisis LIRS is launching LIRS Safe Haven: 
Emergency Support for Asylum-Seeking Families to ensure these 
vulnerable families are warmly welcomed by a community of 

churches and volunteers and that they receive shelter, food, 
clothes, and other essentials before traveling onward to their 
final destinations across the United States.

Since its founding in 1939, LIRS has grown into an inter-
nationally recognized leader known for innovative services 
for refugees, asylum-seekers, unaccompanied immigrant 
children and families, migrants in detention, and other vul-
nerable populations. LIRS is uniquely positioned - with its 
wealth of experience and network of community and faith 
partners - to launch and coordinate a continued response 
to yet another crisis affecting the well-being of immigrant 
families in this country. 

What are the families' most urgent needs?
Together with our partners LIRS Safe Haven will coordinate 
and support the delivery of the following resources and ser-
vices to vulnerable children and families:

• A safe place to sleep for two to three days
• food, water and clothing
• Compassionate, trauma-informed care in a family's 

native language
• Pastoral Care
• Access to emergency medical care
• Diapers, toys, coloring books and other essentials for 

small children
• Emergency unmet medical needs not address in 

DHS custody
• Coordination of travel to a final destination

Help us make a difference
The LIRS Safe Haven program provides hope and critical care 
to asylum-seeking famlies recovering from the trauma they 
experienced in their home country, while in detention, and 
after their release, but this life-transforming work is only 
poissible through timely support of our individual and insti-
tutional partners. 

With your help, LIRS can continue to coordinate and support 
programs that provide humanitarian care and deliver essen-
tial services to vulnerable immigrant families, and further 
expand our capacity and programming.

To learn more about how to you can make a difference with 
their efforts visit lirs.org/detention/life/ or contact Krish 
Vignarajah, LIRS President and CEO: KVignarajah@lirs.org
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LSI Update
by the Staff at Lutheran Service in Iowa

Happy Father’s Day!
At Lutheran Services in Iowa 
(LSI), we strive to build up and 
empower Iowa kids and families. 
For us, Father’s Day is a time to 
celebrate all the fathers and male 
role models we see every day. 

Through our Early Childhood Services, young men are learn-
ing to become dads. They’re becoming confident and active in 
their child’s life, and they are creating loving, bright futures 
for their families. 

Many of the boys and young men that LSI serves in our 
Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment Centers have 
never had a positive male role model in their lives. But our 
caring volunteers and staff members are there to help guide 
them. 

You are making all of this possible through your support of 
LSI. Thank you for responding to the love of Jesus Christ 
through compassionate service!

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is 
an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congrega-
tions of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and a member of LSA  (Lutheran Services in America). We 
proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, 
gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.
com/LSI.iowa.

A New Life  
A year and a half ago, Kevin was homeless. He struggled with 
substance use. He didn’t have a car. Or a driver’s license. Or 
a job. 

Then, his world turned upside down and all at once, his pri-
orities shifted. He found out he was a father to a beautiful 
baby girl, Willow. Kevin immediately began rehab and fought 
hard to build a healthy lifestyle. After months of hard work 
and efforts to get clean, Willow was placed in Kevin’s care 
while her mother received treatment for her substance use 
disorder. 

Kevin turned to LSI’s Early Childhood Services for support 
and a community to help him create the best home for his 
daughter. After starting services last year, Kevin can’t imag-
ine life without LSI. 

Through regular in-home visits from Lindsay, his LSI worker, 
Kevin is helping Willow develop her language and speaking, 
as well as her motor skills. 

Now one and a half, Willow is learning to use pens and mark-
ers, and loves writing and coloring. Her favorite book is a 
present from her dad – a picture book of the ABCs. 

Kevin now has sole custody of Willow, and he works closely 
with her mother to ensure she gets regular visits. His life 
has changed for the better, and he credits Lindsay and LSI 
for walking alongside him on his journey. 

“LSI teaches you to think about all the little things we often 
overlook as parents. And we learn to appreciate those little 
things more because of it,” Kevin says. “LSI is teaching me 
to be the best father I can be.” 

Put your faith into action and help create a pathway to affordable 
homeownership for a qualifying, low-income family with St. John’s, Greater 

Des Moines Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial. 

St. John’s is recruiting 15 volunteers for two build days on this year’s 
Thrivent Faith Build. The future home will be at 1834 Mondamin Ave 

in Des Moines’s Mondamin Presidential neighborhood.

June 25, 2019 from 8:00am – 4:00pm

August 20, 2019 from 8:00am – 4:00pm

Register for your volunteer shift here: https://tinyurl.com/yy5dhdam 
Participants must be at least 16 years old, and all 16 - 17 year-old volunteers 

must participate with a parent or guardian. 

Questions? Contact Clara Bergan at cbergan@gdmhabitat.org

GDM Habitat is a Christian ministry that puts God’s love into action by bringing 
people together to build homes, communities, and hope. Hard-working families 

apply for partnership with Habitat based on three criteria: need for housing, 
ability to pay, and willingness to partner.
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The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Summer Midweek Music Series Announced
The Des Moines Choral Festival 
is excited to provide three noon-
time Wednesday concerts at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church this 
summer. The three 30-minute 
concerts will explore sacred 
music from all time periods. 
The music will be conducted by 
current graduates from Simp-
son College’s master of music in 
choral-conducting degree pro-
gram. As the resident ensem-
ble of the Des Moines Choral 
Festival, CORO artists pres-
ent this music in partnership 
with Simpson.

Our journey begins on June 26 with eight Renaissance 
motets including Josquin des Prez’s Ave Maria, Thomas 
Tallis’ If Ye Love Me, and Orlando Gibbons’ Hosanna to the 
Son of David. On July 10, we move forward in time with 
pieces by Claudio Monteverdi, Heinrich Schütz, Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and Benjamin Britten. Finally, our July 
24 concert includes contemporary composers from around 
the globe. The Psalms of David are set by Arvo Pärt, Francis 
Poulenc, Josef Swider, Jocelyn Hagen, Levente Gyongyosi 
and Rosephanye Powell. We hope you will join us for this 
free luncheon series.

Each 30-minute recital will begin at 12:05 p.m. A light lunch, 
priced at $6 per person, will be served in Weertz Fellowship 
Hall following the performance. For more information, go 
to www.coroonline.org/dmcf.

Peggy Leonardo, Artist of the Month: 
Quilts and Fabric Art
Peggy’s quilts express her love of fabrics she finds at estate 
sales and antique stores. Thoughtful friends have also gifted 
her with fabric treasures. She enjoys the challenge of making 
do with what she has on hand when she conceives a proj-
ect. Twentieth-century art and memories from her child-
hood inspire her color choices. When she quilts a piece, she 
chooses the irregularities of hand quilting. Her goal is to 
combine objects of the past with the aesthetic of the present.

Peggy came to Des Moines to attend Drake University and 
never left. At Drake she earned a bachelor of fine arts in 
art education and a master’s degree in printmaking. She 
taught at the Des Moines Art Center from 1976 to 1988, 
then joined the education staff there, retiring in 2012 as 
studio programs director.

Her love of fabric is a life-long passion, beginning as a child 
by making clothes for her doll. In retirement, she has time 
to devote to her art practice on a regular basis.

Save Sunday, Aug. 18, for Fine Arts Patron Party
The annual Fine Arts Patron Party, hosted by the St. John’s 
Arts Visioning Team, will be held Sunday, Aug. 18, from 4 
to 6 p.m. at the Iowa State Bar Association headquarters at 
625 East Court Ave. in Des Moines. Mark your calendars 
now for this fun event that celebrates our patrons, artists 
and musicians. Join us for food, entertainment, and a pre-
view of the 2019-20 programming year. The beautiful Iowa 
State Bar Association’s building is on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

Fall Arts Events Planned
The Arts Visioning Team invites the St. John’s community 
to gather for dinner and conversation hosts homes. Here’s 
how it works:

Hosts volunteer to prepare and serve dinner for a group of 
St. John’s friends. They are free to choose a theme, the menu, 
and the number of diners they can accommodate. This infor-
mation will be available before diners sign up. Hosts are free 
to choose one of the following dates: Friday, Sept. 27; Satur-
day, Sept. 28; Sunday, Sept. 29; Friday, Oct. 4, or Saturday, 
Oct. 5. Hosts can choose early-bird dinners, family events or 
an all-adults evening.

Diners sign up to attend dinner at a host’s home. Dinners are 
offered at no charge, and participants can voluntarily give a 
freewill offering after dinner. 

This event serves many purposes:

• Allowing arts supporters to share their art of hosting 
friends from St. John’s.

• Raising awareness of arts programming and funding.
• Strengthening the St. John’s community and building 

new relationships.

For more information, to sign up as a host, or to assist on 
the Small-Group Dinner committee, please contact Beth Ann 
Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Des Moines Concert Handbells to Perform
The Des Moines Concert Handbells will present their spring 
concert, “Suites and Fantasies,” on Friday, June 7, at 7 p.m. 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Join them for a whimsical, 
fantastical celebration of spring as they present original 
and arranged compositions that will delight the senses and 

Continued on Page 11
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Children’s Ministry
By Alicia Karwal

Sunday School
The end of the Sunday School program year was Sunday, May 
12. The children celebrated with feast and prayers. We also 
played some minute-to-win-it games with the whole group of 
children ages three through fifth grade! A heart-felt thanks 
to all of the dedicated volunteers who served this past year!  
Without question, you make a difference in our children's 
lives. Most importantly, we thank our families who share 
their children with us at St. John's. It is a blessing to know 
them and learn with them, growing our faith together!

Growing Together Ministry Team
The Growing Together Ministry Team will meet offsite on 
Tuesday, June 18, at 6 p.m. At this meeting, we will begin 
planning the 2019-20 Children’s Ministry programming. 
Anyone is welcome to join this ministry team! If you are inter-
ested, please contact Alicia Karwal (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org). 

Vacation Bible School Day Camp
Register NOW for the St. John’s Vacation Bible School (VBS). 
Our Lutheran Lakeside VBS Day Camp will be held at the 
church Monday, July 29, through Thursday, Aug. 1, from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for all children entering kindergar-
ten through sixth grade. We are looking forward to another 
fun week of VBS! Registration is available by contacting 
Alicia Karwal, or you can register at the St. John’s website 
(www.stjohnsdsm.org); look for the tab labeled “Event Reg-
istration.” Forms can be turned in to Alicia at any time or 
dropped off at the reception desk. Questions? Please contact 
Alicia Karwal (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).

Can you help?
We are still in need of host families for our Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) camp counselors from Lutheran Lakeside. We 
will likely need to host three counselors. If you are interested, 
please contact Alicia Karwal (akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org) for 
more information. 

Also, if you would be willing to volunteer as a helper during 
VBS Day Camp on one or more days, please contact Alicia. 
The experience is guaranteed to fill your heart! Thank you 
for considering these opportunities!

evoke the creative spirit. The performers are a select group 
of advanced handbell ringers from the metro area, including 
several St. John’s ringers. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. There is 
no cost, but freewill donations will be gratefully accepted. A 
reception will follow.

Bake, Bring, Buy!
To raise money for their Milwaukee and Boundary Waters 
summer trips, St. John’s youth are planning a bake sale for 
Sunday, June 16, before and after 10 a.m. worship. Please 
consider baking your favorite treat and bringing it to the 
Fireside Lounge that day by 9 a.m. Donations are gladly 
accepted. Money raised will help defray the costs of trans-
portation, housing and meals for the trips. 

Kisasa Musicians Update
Thanks to the talent and dedication of Melody Pontious, 
the Kisasa Musicians have received stoles to wear with their 
robes. Melody was able to create 20 stoles from the colorful 
fabric, which was a gift from our companion parish friends 
in Tanzania. The stoles, designed and handmade by Melody, 
were first worn on Easter Sunday morning.

In other news, Kisasa Musicians say farewell to two much-
loved adult volunteers as their children “age out” and move 
into confirmation classes next fall. Erik Horak-Hult has lifted 
us up as our accompanist, and Janelle Kamba has provided a 
quiet and compassionate presence in our classroom. We are 
a better choir because of them, and we will miss them. Their 
matriculation leaves an opportunity for our next accompa-
nist and classroom volunteer(s). If you or someone you know 
is interested in working with Kisasa next fall, please contact 
Beth Ann Edwards (bethann@stjohnsdsm.org).

Join the St. John’s Arts Visioning Team
The Arts Visioning Team welcomes new members who are 
committed to supporting the arts at St. John’s. In addi-
tion to monthly planning meetings (usually held at a local 
restaurant), committee members coordinate arts events 
and receptions. The team also welcomes volunteers to 
assist with receptions after concerts and other arts events. 
For more information, please contact Beth Ann Edwards 
(bethann@stjohnsdsm.org). 

Continued from Page 10



EAGLE CALL 
DEADLINE

The next deadline for 
all Eagle Call content is 
noon on June 17. Please 
send articles in digital 
format to Scott LaBlanc, 
scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If 
you are unable to send it 
by e-mail, drop it off at the 
church office. 

Thank you!

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
 

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s pre-
pares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like 
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful min-

istry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines, 
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie at 

katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
600 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1606
515-243-7691
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