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Financial Update as of April 19, 2017
• Pledged to Date:  $1,529,150

• Percentage of Goal: 84.95%

• Pledges Received: 221

• Households Pledging: 62.96%

The major remodel talked about during the Bless this House Capital Campaign has 
begun. In fact, by the time this issue of the Eagle Call arrives in your email or mailbox 
walls may be coming down, a dumpster will be in the alley, and St. John’s will be well on 
its way to the largest remodel since the changes to the Sanctuary around 20 years ago.

There are some important things to keep in mind as the remodel moves forward.  The  
staff and ministry teams are committed to keep St. John’s running as close to 100% 
as possible during this time.  Events are happening, new activities are being added to 
the calendar, the business office is open and, although we have to find some creative 
solutions, our commitment stands firm. 

A top priority for members and staff during this transition is “be safe.” Our contractor, 
Neumann Brothers, is committed to keeping a clean work area; however, it is also up 
to us to have an extra level of awareness when around construction zones. Be mindful 
of potential debris. For the safety of all, it’s paramont to keep children from playing in 
the areas that are being remodeled.

By mid-May you’ll begin to see major demolition in the area that will become the new 
bathrooms on the ground floor, the west side of Weertz and the kitchen. Construction 
will begin on the Sanctuary level bathrooms in June. The goal is to have all projects 
complete by the end of August.  Watch for updates in the This Week at St. John’s email, 
the website, printed annoucncements, and on Facebook.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns about the remodel please contact 
Scott LaBlanc at 515-243-7691 or scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. 
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A Word from Our Pastors
by Pastor Bob Speirs

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. Above all clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which you indeed were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. – Colossians 3:12-15

 “Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 
Once again, the words rang out loud and clear on Easter 

morning, as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
The sanctuary was filled, the music amazing, the Word in preaching and prayers 
proclaimed faithfully. At the 8 a.m. service we witnessed and celebrated the bap-
tism of one of our children, 7-year-old William Farris, and at both services, as we 
usually do, we shared the Holy meal of the Lord’s Supper … the body and blood of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, given and shed for you and for me, for the forgiveness of 
sins, so to restore us once again into a reconciled and grace-filled relationship with 
the God who claims us in love and mercy. It was a festive morning and celebration, 
which ended as it began, with the words “Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia,” being echoed joyfully and confidently as we left the sanctuary.

Yet, I believe that it’s important for us to understand that this Easter celebration 
is not over and done with until next year. Easter is not just a one-day event, nor 
is Easter just a season of the church year that we move through until the time of 
Pentecost … far from it. Easter, for people of faith, is a lifestyle. Easter is a way 
we live out our lives on a day-to-day basis, in prayer, in confession, in thanks-
giving, in caring for the world God made, in the way we respond faithfully and 
compassionately to our neighbors in need. We are Easter people, who have been 
loved, forgiven and called, in and through our baptisms, to be God’s presence in 
this world, in what we say and what we do, each moment of our lives.

As Easter people, who have been given the promise of mercy and new life in Christ, 
this beautiful passage from the Apostle Paul, in Colossians, is a reminder to us of 
the promises we have made to God in our baptisms, and the distinctive virtues 
that people, who claim faith in Christ Jesus, are to embrace, so to live our lives 
as people of God, working together in community for the sake of Jesus and each 
other. Compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience are qualities that 
demonstrate our love and commitment to God and God’s church. It is these virtues 
that also guide our sense and our empathy for the deep needs and situations of 
our neighbor. What binds all these virtues together is love. Love, for Paul, is the 
key that supplies the driving force and motive for our faith, for the good work 
that we do, and for our salvation. For this great gift of love that God gives to us, 
and we share with each other, we can all be thankful.

I look forward to seeing you in church. Peace be with you.

Faith Garden Ministry Update:  On Saturday morning, April 8, we began our 
work in our St. John’s Faith Garden. After tilling the ground, we began to plant the 
early spring produce which includes broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, beets, radishes, 
onions, Swiss chard and kale. When the warmer weather comes, we will also plant 
tomatoes, sweet potatoes, beans, squash, peppers and eggplant. We have a great 
group of volunteers who give their time and expertise of various degrees to our 
garden ministry. We are split into four teams with each team taking one week per 
month to tend, weed and water, as needed. It is a lot of fun, but we could always 
use additional help. Previous experience is not necessary, only a willingness to 
learn and get your hands a little dirty. Please consider joining us for this ministry 
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In the City (and the World) For Good!
by Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman 

In a recent communication, President and CEO of Lutheran 
World Relief Daniel Speckhard, stated…

You’ve seen it.  I’ve seen it.  The latest round of devastation in Syria is both 
tragic and horrific.  And while it’s easy to get overwhelmed by the images 
we’ve seen in the past few days, we must not lose sight of one essential fact. 
There are still millions of people living inside Syria and they need 
your help – right now.

Powered by the compassion of people like you, Lutheran World Relief has 
been supporting Syrians since the beginning of the conflict. And right now, 
your gift can provide families in Syria with something they need most: food. 
Your gift will repair and renovate bakeries that have been damaged during 
the conflict so they can resume bread production.The bakeries can produce up 
to nine tons of bread daily, providing more than 80,000 people with access 
to affordable pita. With the help of people like you, we’ve provided cash-for-
work opportunities for people still living in Syria with no means of earning 
income, support for Syrian refugees in Iraq and Jordan and LWR quilts and 
kits that have been shipped to Armenia, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Servia and 
Syria for distribution among refugees.

You may give directly to LWR online at www.lwr.org or you may give 
through St. John’s by simply marking your check “LWR/Syria.” We are 
not helpless when we partner with others to save lives and give hope!

And, with Mother’s Day coming up, let’s concentrate in May on 
providing DIAPERS and WIPES for the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council’s Emergency Food Pantry. Any size diapers are welcome, 
but size 3 and up are the ones most needed.

Why the need for disposable diapers? Families in need who live in apart-
ments cannot use cloth diapers because laundering them in the washers 
is not allowed. And there are households with such limited income in 
our city that babies are often limited to one diaper per day, no matter 
how soiled it is. We can help!  Look for coupons, and shop for diapers 
as a tribute to your mom and moms everywhere!     

of the church. If interested, please call Pastor Bob 
at the church office or see me in church. Thanks.

Stephen Ministry/Faithful Friends:  One of 
the very important ministries here is our vis-
itation program to our older and homebound 
members. We have an amazing visitation pastor 
in Gene Anderson, who works hard and travels a 
lot to see many of our members who can’t make 
it to church due to illness or physical challenges. 
Our Stephen Ministry/Faithful Friends team is 
a ministry that we have developed as a means of 
assisting our Pastoral staff so that all our home-
bound/care-facility members can be visited and 
cared for. Monthly visits and occasional phone 
calls are the methods mostly used by our team 
members to develop relationships, stay in touch, 
and provide a way that homebound members can 
stay connected with St. John’s. As the number of 
our older members increases, so does the need 
for more volunteers to assist with this program. 
Please consider joining us as a friendly visitor to 
one of our church members. I am very happy to 
answer any and all questions about this ministry. 
Once again, no previous experience is necessary, 
and there is training for those who would like to be 
part of this ministry. Please call me at the church 
office, or see me in church, and we can sit down 
and talk. Thank you for your consideration.

Global Ministry Team:  Recently, Phyllis Olson 
and I sat down with Sherilyn Rittgers, parish nurse 
for Zion Lutheran Church, who is also deeply 
involved with their refugee/immigrant program. 
The reason for our get-together was to see if there 
are some ministry opportunities for collaboration 
to help them and our neighbors in the refugee 
community here in Des Moines. One such area 
of opportunity was helping Zion with the young 
people they send to camp each summer (approxi-
mately 100) to Ingham-Okoboji Lutheran Camp. 
Most of these children and youth come from 
families who cannot afford many of the supplies 
and camping gear necessary for such a venture. 
Our Global Mission ministry, along with Sheri-
lyn, decided that we would like to help, by asking 
you,  our members here at St. John’s, to each 
consider donating or purchasing an inexpensive 
summer-weight sleeping bag that would cost any-
where from $18 to $25 dollars at a Target, K-Mart 
or Walmart store. We will begin collecting these 
sleeping bags the first weekend in May, and our 
target date to bring them to Zion Lutheran Church 
is mid-June. If you have a “lightly-used” bag, that 
would be just fine. We thank you once again for 
your consideration and generosity in this matter. 

Night Prayer - A Service of Compline
by Michael Elsbernd

Night Prayer – A Service of Compline, will be offered Wednsday, May 
10, 7:45 to 8:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This brief reflective service is 
led by a presiding liturgist and cantor. Its origins date back to centu-
ries-old monastic traditions. It includes the reading of short scripture 
passages, singing of Psalms and responsive chants, including the “Song 
of Simeon.” All are invited and encouraged to attend as we pray for our 
community, nation and world. 

Continued from Page 2



St. John’s Lutheran Church

4 The Eagle Call May 2017

Prepare for Worship
by Michael Elsbernd

May 7 – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Readings:  Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 
10:1-10.

The fourth Sunday of Easter is often recognized as “Good 
Shepherd Sunday.” These lessons point to Jesus as the one 
who brings his people into new life, renewing and sustain-
ing them through the waters of baptism and at his table of 
grace. Just as the sheep recognize the shepherd’s voice, we 
listen to the truth of God’s Word and are sent forth to bear 
witness to the resurrection.

Hymns:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell” (883); “The King 
of Love My Shepherd Is” (502); “Savior, Like  a Shepherd 
Lead Us” (789).

Cathedral Choir:  “He Never Failed Me Yet,” Robert Ray.

May 14 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Readings:  Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-
10; John 14:1-14.

We hear the words, “Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life” in John’s Gospel today. As we continue our 50 days of 
the Easter celebration, we hear Jesus’ comforting words – 
that he will go before us to prepare a place for us in the house 
of God. Through baptism, we are called to bear witness to 
Jesus’ mission in the world. In First Peter, we are reminded 
that we are, in word and deed, called out of darkness to live 
in the light of the resurrection.

Hymns:  “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” (377); “Sing With All the 
Saints in Glory” (426); “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing!” 
(389).

Cathedral Choir:  “The Call,” Z. Randall Stroope; “Unclouded 
Day,” arranged by Kirschner.

May 21 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Readings:  Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; 
John 14:15-21.

Even on the day of his arrest, Jesus promises that we will 
not be alone; the Holy Spirit will be our guide and comforter. 
During these 50 days of Easter which lead to Pentecost, we 
remember that Christ, risen from the dead, dwells within us 
as the Spirit of truth. Through the means of grace, we are 
strengthened to be Christ’s body sent forth into the world.

Hymns:  “Come, Thou Almighty King” (408); “Come Down, 
O Love Divine” (804); “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 
(543).

Cathedral Choir:  “If Ye Love Me,” Thomas Tallis.

May 28 – Seventh Sunday of Easter
Readings:  Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-
14; 5:6-11.

Like the disciples gathered in the upper room, we pray and 
wait for theHoly Spirit to transform the church through-
out the world. Where there are divisions and fractures, we 
seek to bring about the unity God intends for the church. In 
John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ prayer for unity among those 
who would continue his work throughout the world. 

Hymns:  “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” (392); “I Come With Joy” 
(482); “Crown Him With Many Crowns” (855).

Cathedral Choir:  “With a Voice of Singing,” Martin Shaw.

- 

 
 

- 

 

 
- 

 

 
 

 
 

MAY 2017

CANNED FRUIT
canned in 100% juice or lite syrup

DONATION
MONTHof the

MAY 2017

CANNED FRUIT
canned in 100% juice or lite syrup

DONATION
MONTHof the

MAY 2017

CANNED FRUIT
canned in 100% juice or lite syrup

DONATION
MONTHof the

MAY 2017

CANNED FRUIT
canned in 100% juice or lite syrup

DONATION
MONTHof the



St. John’s Lutheran Church

 May 2017 The Eagle Call 5

Small Groups
by Darla Stiles

Mah Jongg: Mondays, May 1, 8, 15 and 22, at 6 p.m., Neumann 
Hall at church or Smokey Row if the weather is nice.

Quilting: Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, Room 308.

Gardening: Tuesday, May 2, 6:30 p.m., Neumann Hall at church.

Christian Involvement: Thursday, May 4, 6 p.m., John & Nick’s 
at 156th and Hickman.

Yoga: Thursdays, May 4, 11, 18, 25 and June 3, 5:45 p.m., Fire-
side Lounge.

Scrapbooking: Saturday, May 6, between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.

WIRED Night Out: Tuesday, May 9, 6:30 p.m., wine-tasting at 
Jacque Warming’s home.

Next Adventure: Date and time to be announced.

Lunch Bunch II: Wednesday, May 17, 12:30 p.m.

Lunch Bunch I: Thursday, May 18, 11:30 a.m.

EAGLES: Friday, May 19, trip to Orange City (some may go 
day before).

Photography: Sunday, May 21, 11:15 a.m., Neumann Hall at church.

St John’s Social Club:  Sunday, May 21, 5 p.m., garden party, 
Dennis and Karen Zaabel’s home.

Recreational Reading: Wednesday, May 24, 4:30 p.m., Rose Holm 
at church.

Keep up to date with all events by subscribing to our weekly  
email newsletter (sign up on the homepage of our website)  

or keep an eye on www.stjohnsdsm.org/news

Mah Jongg will meet Mondays, May 1, 8, 15 and 22, 6 p.m., Neumann 
Hall at church (Or at Smokey Row if the weather is nice). Darla will 
notify the group of the location. If you would like more information, 
contact Darla Stiles (darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).

Quilting will meet each Tuesday, May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, at 9:30 
a.m. in Room 308.  Contact Nancy Budrevich if you have questions, 
nancy812@q.com.

Gardening will meet Tuesday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m. in Neumann Hall 
at church to hear Robby Hoffland speak on “Container Gardening” and 
“Miniature Fairy Gardens.”

The 2017 Gardening tour schedule is out!  If you would like it sent electron-
ically, contact Darla at darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org or there are a few copies 
in the Welcome Center in the Fireside Lounge.

Yoga will run each Thursday through June 1 from 5:45 to 6:45 
p.m. in Fireside Lounge at church. Cost is $60 for a seven-week 
session or $10 per week. If interested, contact Corinne Lambert 
(callingwisdom1@hotmail.com or 556-3679).

Scrapbooking will meet Saturday, May 6, between 9:30 a.m. and 2 
p.m., in Room 8 at church. Bring scrapbooking or stamping/card-mak-
ing materials to work on. All are welcome!

Next Adventure will soon announce a date and 
time for their May activity. Watch the bulletin 
for announcements and RSVP to Deb and Greg 
Anderson (debgrega@aol.com).

WIRED Night Out will enjoy a wine-tasting led 
by independent consultant Mary Ann Bender 
on Tuesday, May 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 
Jacque Warming. If you are able to attend, please 
contact Jacque (jrwarming@msn.com).

Lunch Bunch II will meet Wednesday, May 17, 
at 12:30 p.m. If you are interested in joining the 
group for lunch on the third Wednesday of each 
month, contact Barbara John (279-5089).

Lunch Bunch I will meet Thursday, May 18, at 
11:30 a.m. New members are most welcome. If 
anyone is interested in joining, please call Barb 
Hyler (401-5721). 

EAGLES will attend the Orange City Tulip Festi-
val on Friday, May 19. (Some may leave early on 
May 18.) For more information, contact Margaret 
Townsend (mtownsend1@mchsi.com or 274-0962).

Photography will meet Sunday, May 21, at 11:15 
a.m. in Neumann Hall at church. The theme for 
this month is railroads. Bring a couple of photos 
or just come to enjoy other people’s photographs.

St. John’s Social Club will enjoy a garden party 
at the home of Dennis and Karen Zaabel Sunday, 
May 21, at 5 p.m. Bring a salad to share; drinks 
and dessert will be provided. Please RSVP by May 
20 to Karen (kzaabel@msn.com).

Recreational Reading will meet Wednesday, 
May 24, at 4:30 p.m. in Rose Holm to discuss Killer 
Angels by Michael Shaara. If you have questions, 
contact Carol McDonald (macpac00@mchsi.com).

Mark Your Calendars:  
All-Congregational Event, June 11

An all congregational mini-golf and potluck will be 
held Sunday, June 11, with the potluck beginning 
at noon on the patio at Toad Valley 
Golf Course in Pleasant Hill, fol-
lowed by rounds of mini-golf. The Chris-
tian Involvement Team will provide sloppy 
joes, beverages and table service; you may 
bring a side dish to share. Cost for mini-golf is 
$6 for ages 12 to 61; $4 for under 12 and senior 
citizens. So that we know how many people 
to plan for, sign up in the lounge between 
May 21 and June 4 or e-mail Darla Stiles 
(darlastiles@stjohnsdsm.org).
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Holy Week and Easter
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Youth Ministry
By Noah Niermann

Goodbye
Dear Friends,

Almost four years ago, in early September of 2013, Katie and 
I visited St. John’s for the first time. We had just moved to 
Des Moines so that Katie could begin medical school at Des 
Moines University. It was already hot by 9:45 that morning 
and the church was refreshingly cool. Of course, before we 
even got into the church we had to decide what door to use. 
We figured it out, eventually. 

We managed to keep a safe but friendly distance from all 
the strangers in the pews around us, and we maintained our 
relative anonymity until shaking hands with Pastor Rachel 
at the close of the service. It was then that our stories came 
out as the line behind us grew – DMU, St. Olaf College, 
Minneapolis, Holden Village, new to Des Moines, Lutheran, 
friends told us about St. John’s, looking for work. Between 
the initial handshake and the end of our conversation, some-
thing inspired Pastor Rachel to share with an almost com-
plete stranger that the church was looking for a new Director 
of Youth Ministry. She even went so far as to say that the 
position was full-time with benefits. Katie and I left with an 
email address, and as we cycled toward our new apartment 
in Sherman Hill we laughed a little about the possibility of 
employment as a youth director. It was not something that 
I had been thinking about. 

Of course, by this point, you know how the story ends. Life 
is full of unexpected twists, chance encounters, and seren-
dipitous moments of connection. I don’t quite believe in a 
God who stands behind the scenes orchestrating, but I do 
believe that God’s grace weaves its way throughout our lives. 
I am so thankful that the story of St. John’s is now a part of 
the story of our lives. You, once strangers in the pew, have 
become family. And now, already, it is time to say goodbye. 
Our time here has been a gift. 

Saying goodbye is not always easy, but I have come to see it 
as a gift. We are always saying goodbye to the young people 
in our midst. The nursery staff say goodbye when a child is 
old enough to start Sunday School. The Sunday School staff 
and volunteers say goodbye when it is time for kids to start 

Confirmation. Our youth staff and volunteers say goodbye 
when a teenager is confirmed, and then the entire church 
says goodbye when we recognize the high school graduates 
in our midst and bless them on the journey ahead. Goodbyes 
celebrate relationships formed and connections made, they 
point towards hoped-for encounters and reunions to come, 
and perhaps most importantly they function as a prayer. The 
word itself, goodbye, started out as God be with you. Mash 
those four words together and you get goodbye. There are not 
many words that communicate as many feelings as goodbye!

In June, Katie will begin her family medicine residency at 
North Memorial Medical Center in Minneapolis, Minn. We 
will move there at the end of May to begin this next chap-
ter in our lives. We say goodbye with joyful hearts. We are 
excited to carry a little piece of this community with us wher-
ever we go, and we are excited for the ways that St. John’s 
will continue to welcome new strangers into its family. You 
never know who will walk through the doors.

God be with you! 
Noah, Katie and Tressa

Graduate Recognition Sunday, May 21
On Sunday, May 21, at the 10 a.m. service, we will recog-
nize and celebrate our graduating seniors! All of these young 
people are an important part of our community. Many of 
you, in both great and small ways, have helped teach these 
students what it means to live a life of faith. Please come to 
share your continued support, prayers and good wishes. A 
small reception will follow worship in the Fireside Lounge.

End of Year Youth Ministry Celebration  Wednesday, 
May 17
All students in Grades 6-12 and their families are invited 
to Pastor Bob’s house on Wednesday, May 17, from 5:30 to 
8 p.m. for an end-of-year celebration. We will have dinner, 
lawn games and a chance to simply sit around and socialize. 
Please RSVP if you are able to attend so that we can get an 
accurate count for dinner. We hope to see you there!

Making a Bible Quilt
By Nancy Budrevich

The Quilting group meets Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
in Room 308 at church.  We also welcome those unable to 
come on Thursdays to join us Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to noon 
during the St. John’s Quilters meetings, also in Room 308. 
Beautiful blocks are being made. For more details, contact 
Nancy Budrevich (255-4030).
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Children’s Ministries
By Alicia Karwal

Sunday School
The last day of Sunday School for the 2016-2017 
program year will be Sunday, May 14. All ages, 
three years through fifth grade, are invited to 
begin in the Chapel at 8:45 a.m. for a whole-
group celebration. We will then move to Room 
8 to enjoy a celebratory feast together! Children 
may be picked up in Room 8 at 9:45 a.m.

Service Project
Children are invited to turn in their final dona-
tions for God’s Global Barnyard by Sunday, April 
30. The Sunday School classes will vote Sunday, 
May 7, to determine our final purchases through 
the ELCA’s Good Gifts program! Thank you for 
your continued support of the Children’s Ministry 
service project.

Special Thanks to Our Volunteers and Families
As the program year comes to a close once again, 
I wish to extend my gratitude for all of the volun-
teers who have shared their time and gifts with 
our children. Our volunteers give so much of 
themselves, as is evidenced by their dedication 
to this ministry. I am equally thankful for the fam-
ilies who have made faith education a priority for 
their children. It is through YOU that our children 
begin their faith journey. Thank you!

VBS at St. John’s
A Lutheran Lakeside VBS Day Camp will be held 
at St. John’s Monday, July 31, through Thursday, 
Aug. 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for all children 
entering kindergarten through sixth grade. Regis-
tration for our VBS Day Camp is now open! Please 
feel free to invite friends as well and be sure to 
have them register. Registration forms have been 
emailed and continue to be available on the St. 
John’s website. You may also obtain a form from 
Alicia Karwal. There will be a $15 registration fee 
per child, not to exceed $30 per family. Scholar-
ships are available.  

Update from Mramba, TZ
Submitted by Carol Fisher

The following email is an update sent by St. John’s Companion Parish repre-
sentative, Ched Daniel, who is St. John’s representative in Mramba Parish 
in Tanzania. He says:

Regards to you all!

Peace be upon you. Am so glad to report to you the good news as a result 
of the meeting we had with the Regional Education Officer last Friday.

It has been an ongoing tendency upon our government that when a 
certain group shows progressive changes toward improving education 
status, is when it adds its own support! Again, this is all thanks to you, 
because with your support you provide to our kids, our school has now 
given the chance to have hostels and four additional new classes, plus 
five new toilets.

The Government through our district Education Office, has deposited 
245 million and 45 hundred thousand shillings into the school account, 
so as to support construction of the hostels together with new four 
classes and five new toilets to our school!

It was only yesterday when there was a meeting with the surrounding 
community so as to discuss on this important project and how the com-
munity is going to help the performance. At the end, the community 
agreed to offer their fully support especially on the handing over their 
nearby  farms for the school hostels, classes and toilets, as our school 
for the long time suffers the insufficient areas for expanding it services.

Taking the offer into consideration, the community offered and cleared 
the large farm just beside the football compound where the new hostel 
buildings are to be erected! 

Our school also got the chance to 
receive the special aid from the NGO’S 
called ONGAWA, where they helped our 
school get a pipeline water service that 
solved the long water problems we had 
in our school!

Generally, there are so many progressive 
changes that took place in our school ever 
since you showed an example through 
supporting our kids wellbeing!!!

Let’s together work hard towards creating 
a firm and long-lasting future progress 
upon our kids future and the community 
at large! May Our Lord Be Upon Our Side 
in fulfilling the good intentions we both 
have towards accomplishing these great 
steps. AMEN!!!

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers from St. John’s are needed and vital to our VBS program-
ming! Youth are encouraged to volunteer as well. Volunteer hours each 
day will be from 8:15 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. It promises to be a fun-filled 
adventure in faith and fellowship! We will also need families to gra-
ciously host one or more of the camp counselors from Sunday evening, 
July 30, through Thursday morning, Aug. 3. For more information on 
hosting a camp counselor, or to volunteer, please contact Alicia Karwal 
(akarwal@stjohnsdsm.org).
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Hospitality & Outreach
By Katie Tippins

Just What is Right?

We’re going to play more word games. Consider the word 
“right.” It may simply indicate a direction, as in “turn right 
at the corner.” It is more difficult, however, to reach an agree-
ment on the alternative meaning – that which is “correct, 
factual, accurate.” 

Unless you’ve given up listening to news channels (under-
standably to protect your sanity), you may be aware that 
we now have what are known as alternative facts. I’m not 
referring to merely being mistaken or confused. I’m talking 
knock-down, drag-out arguing about what is real or true and 
what isn’t. Who knew the truth could be so nebulous?

I confess to finding myself caught up in the controversy 
(Irish temper being an integral part of me), but I am now 
pulling back. The stress and angst simply isn’t good for me; 
it isn’t constructive for any of us. 

I am making concerted efforts to avoid areas of discord and 
concentrate on what I know to be true and good. What better 
time than Easter and the season to distinguish truth from 
lies and what is wrong from the ultimate right? Such incred-
ible grace for those given the gift of faith.

When it’s hard to find a constant in our lives, someone on 
whom we can place our trust with confidence, let’s look 
to scripture:

Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, because it is 
the LORD your God who goes with you; he will not fail you or 
forsake you. – Deuteronomy 31:6

Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will not 
pervert justice. – Job 34: 12

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will 
counsel you with my eye upon you. – Psalm 32:8

He has made everything suitable for its time. – Ecclesiastes 
3:11a

The LORD will guide you continually. – Isaiah 58:11

And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. 
John 8:32

But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ. – Ephesians 4:15

I was drawn to these particular passages as they speak to 
God’s eternal promises. No matter the situation – confusing, 
convoluted, dire, joyful – God is our constant, the Truth 
and what is Right. We will never be abandoned. Even when, 
maybe especially when, circumstances are overpowering, 
we are not left alone to search for the precise answer or the 
right path. We will be led and comforted; we need only to ask. 

The quotes from Ecclesiastes and Isaiah resonate with me in 
that God is in charge of this time and in history – of all time 
in history. I so need to hold on to that.

The Ephesians verse is one I need to commit to memory. My 
problem (one among many) is that in the midst of chaos, 
fear or indecision, emotion rules and I flail like the basic 
human being that I am. I need a constant reminder, and this 
quote is perfect. I REALLY need to learn to speak in love – 
not in haste and not in anger – in kindness, understanding 
and compassion. It comes naturally to do so with family and 
friends. It is considerably more difficult when conversations 
are contentious and emotions run high. But that is exactly 
the time when to ask the Holy Spirit to take over and help 
me speak what is Right.

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us. – 1 John 5:14

As coordinator of hospitality and outreach, I am available 
to discuss joining St. John’s, volunteer opportunities, and 
connecting you with like-minded people who have shared 
interests – whether that be service, social and/or spiritual. 
Contact me at katiet@stjohnsdsm.org or 243-7691.

Re-Entry Support Team
by Darla Stiles

We are forming a faith-based re-entry team for working 
with a woman recently released from the Mitchellville Cor-
rectional Institution. Anyone in the congregation may join 
this team, men and women. There is training for the team 
before meeting with the woman. Women at the Well is a 
congregation of, by and for the women incarcerated at Iowa 
Correctional Institution for Women in Mitchellville. 

A faith-based re-entry team is a group of five to seven 
trained and cleared men and women from one or more 
congregations in an area, who agree to meet weekly with a 
recently released woman. Teams focus on four main areas: 
mentorship, accountability, goal setting and faith forma-
tion. The team is to be supportive and nurturing while 
holding the woman accountable for her actions. With the 
team’s prayerful encouragement and help she can grow and 
develop healthy adult relationships, while maximizing her 
chances of successfully reintegrating into the community. 
The statistics for success for a woman who has a support 
team are in the 90th percentile. If you are interested in being 
a part of this team, please contact Team Coordinators Lor-
raine Wilbur (lorraineannpaul@gmail.com) or Susan Ging 
(susan.ging@yahoo.com).
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The Arts at St. John’s
By Beth Ann Edwards

Midweek Music Series
The 2016-17 Midweek Music Series concludes after our final 
performances on Wednesday, May 3. Please join us as John 
Benoit and the Foxtrot Hotshots close the program year in 
true New Orleans jazz style! The concert begins at 12:05 
p.m. in the Sanctuary and is free and open to the public. A 
light lunch, priced at $6 per person, is served at 12:35 p.m. 
following the performance.

Thank you for your patronage and support of this series. The 
2016-17 Midweek Music Series schedule will be announced 
this summer.

Pop-Up Concert Sunday, May 7
A performance featuring the St John’s String Scholars will 
take place Sunday, May 7, at 11:15 a.m., following the 10 a.m. 
worship service. Joining the String Scholars are Kris Joy, 
playing clarinet on Clarinet Concerto by W. A. Mozart, and 
Nathan Joy, playing bassoon on Amazing Grace, arranged 
by Charles Fernandez.

Youth Handbell Trip Update
Thank you to all who have so generously donated to the 
“Hamilton” fund. The 12 youth ringers and eight adults con-
tinue to raise funds toward their goal of $2,000 for the Chi-
cago trip, Friday, July 7, through Monday, July 10. They are 
looking forward to staying at Irving Park Lutheran Church 
and ringing in worship, visiting with Erik Christensen at his 
urban storefront church, and exploring Chicago (including 
attending the Broadway musical “Hamilton”). Fundraiser 
forms, designed as “Hamiltons,” are available in the recep-
tion area and in Fireside Lounge. All donations are welcome.

Artist of the Month
The Artist of the Month exhibits in Weertz Fellowship Hall 
will take a break during the St. John’s remodeling projects 
this summer. The St. John’s Photography Club will exhibit 
this fall when the remodeling and renovations are finished. 
A complete list of exhibitors will be announced this summer.

Save the Date for Fine Arts Patron Party!
The annual Fine Arts Patron Party, hosted by the Arts Vision-
ing Team, is scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. 
The event will take place at the Iowa State Bar Association 
headquarters at 625 East Court Ave. This newly renovated 
facility, built in 1902 as the Des Moines Western Railway 
Freight House, is on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Dear St. John’s Community,

Thank you to everyone who had a part in making my 
graduation banner – those who wrote and gathered the 
notes and pictures, as well as for Beth Ann Edwards’ 
design and Melody Pontious’ finishing touches! It is a 
beautiful work of art. The pictures and messages have 
brought back many fond memories of my time with you 
as your intern. It is now on display at the Wartburg Theo-
logical Seminary with many of my classmates’ banners 
until our graduation day on May 14.

As you may already know, I have been assigned to the La 
Crosse Area Synod in Wisconsin. I am the Synod’s only 
first call candidate this year. I hope that’s a good thing! 
I have been in contact with the Bishop and his staff to 
discuss my gifts for ministry and where they may be 
needed. Now it’s a matter of waiting for a congregation 
to interview me. I have learned that it is not easy for me 
to be patient and simply wait. Of course, I could try to 
distract myself with the reading and writing that still 
needs to be done before I graduate, but I find it hard 
to focus. And I’m not alone. All of us who are final year 
students are thinking about what lies beyond gradua-
tion – where we will end up, who we will serve, and are 
we truly ready to be a pastor. Yet, we are confident that 
through it all, God is with us.

I appreciate your prayers and all that you have done to 
support me. God continues to bless me through all of you.

Peace. 
Becky Goche



EAGLE CALL 
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The next deadline for all Eagle 

Call content is noon on May 
22. Please send articles in 

digital format to Scott LaBlanc, 

scottl@stjohnsdsm.org. If you 

are unable to send it by e-mail, 

drop it off at the church office. 

Thank you!

Serving at Central Iowa Shelter & Services
 

On the 18th and 19th of each month St. John’s pre-
pares and serves meals at the shelter. If you would like 
to help prepare, serve or donate to this wonderful min-

istry located in the heart of downtown Des Moines, 
please call 243.7691 or e-mail Katie Tippins at 

katiet@stjohnsdsm.org.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
600 Sixth Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1606
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